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MOVABLE TORPEDOES. 
BY CAPTAIN JOHN ERICSSON. 

CoMMANDER WILLIAM A. KIRKLAND, “ one of the 
board ordered to inspect the Lay torpedo,” states in 
his semi-official letter addressed to the ARMY AND 
NAVY JOURNAL, that the said board has approved 
of the Lay torpedo-boat tested at Newport. The 
tone of Commander KIRKLAND’s letter leads to the 
supposition that it had not been submitted to nor 
received the sanction of the board previous to pub- 
lication ; a supposition by no means implying cen- 
sure on Commander KirKLAND for the course he 


The manner in which the 


has seen fit to adopt. 
subject has been presented, of course, does not influ- 
ence the important fact laid before the country, 
namely, that the board has approved of the torpedo 


boat. In view of this approval on the part of the 


distinguished officers appointed by the Navy De- 
partment to investigate the matter, I propose to ex- 
amine the leading features of the plan approved of 
and at the same time correct the erroneous calcula- 
tion and serious mistakes of Commander KIRKLAND, 
regarding my movable submarine torpedo. 





Maritime nations have accepted the proposition 








that a successful introduction of a submarine struc- 
ture capable of being propelled rapidly and directed 
with certainty under water, will compel a complete 
change of the present system of attack and defence. 
But the original idea of destroying ships by explo- 
sive substances carried by rafts and similar struc- 
tures floating level with the surface of the water 
has been long abandoned on account of their insuffi- 
cient destructive power and the facility with which 
their approach may be prevented by the party at- 
tacked. Now, the torpedo-boat tested at Newport 
resembles the abandoned plan in its two main fes- 
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tures, namely that its approach may be easily pre- 
vented, and that the explosive substance is fired 
too near the water line, at a point where the armor 
of the assailed vessel presents the greatest resisting 
power. Commander KirKLAND summarily disposes 
of this objection by the assertion that five hundred 
pounds of nitro-glycerine “would either send the 
vessel and crew to the bottom by tearing out the 
side, or else would so crush her in as to render her 
abandonment a matter of healthy necessity to her 
inmates.” As the utility of the torpedo-boat ap- 
proved by the board of officers appointed by the 
Navy Department to inspect the same, depends 
altogether on the correctness of Commander Kirk- 
LAND’s assertion, just quoted, the question of effi- 
ciency of the explosive charge applied in the bow of 
the boat demands serious consideration. Should it 
be found that the expected destruction is a mere 
visionary expectatior, the country may at some fu- 
ture time witness failures attended by grave conse- 
quences. Let us, then, carefully investigate this 
subject. 

Figure 1 represents a sectional plan of the side 
armor of an ordinary European iron-clad ship of 
the low freeboard type, and part of the top view of 
the hull of a torpedo-boat twenty-five feet long and 
three feet in diameter, at the instant of contact 
with the opposing armor. A charge of five hundred 
pounds of explosive matter of the same specific 
gravity as water, will occupy four feet seven inches 
in the line of the axis of a torpedo-boat formed as 
shown in our illustration ; the distance of the centre 
of gravity of the charge, indicated at C, being three 
feet four inches from A. 

Before demonstrating what proportion of the ex- 
plosive energy will be exerted against the armor 
plate, it will be necessary to point out that on ig- 
niting an explosive mass of spherical form, freely 
suspended in space, the resulting force acts in radial 
lines diverging in all directions from the centre of 
the mass, the energy diminishing nearly in the in- 
verse ratio of the square of the distances. The 
pressure or elastic force of the exploding gas will 
however, diminish inversely as the cube of the dis- 
tance, since doubling the diameter of a sphere will 
increase its volume eight-fold. Bearing these facts 
in mind, it will be perceived on a mere cursory in- 
spection of figure 1, that only a small proportion of 
the charge of 500 pounds will be effective against 
the armor plate. It will be readily understood that 
since the explosion radiates with equal energy in all 
directions, the explosive mass beyond the vertical 
line x, p,in the opposite direction to the armor 
plate, will not exert any force against the same; 
hence the 250 pounds of the charge occupying the 
space beyond the line x, p, will produce no other 
useful effect than that of acting as an abutment ‘to 
the other half; nor will the whole of the remaining 
260 pounds be effective. Obviously the energy de- 
veloped within the sectors defined by the arcs x, d. 
and p, n, acts too obliquely to cause any appreciable 
destructive effect. The force acting in the direction 
of the radial lines c, d, and c, n, will also be quite 
ineffective, owing to the great space between the 
charge and the armor plate. The distance c, d, be- 
ing 4.4 times greater than c, w, the energy of the ex- 
plosion will be reduced in the ratio of 4.4x4.4 to 1; 
hence only 1-19 of the initial explosive energy will 
be brought to bear on the armor at d and n. Again, 
this greatly reduced energy has to overcome the in- 
ertia of the body of the water intervening between 
w, d, and o, n, The same argument applies to the 
energy acting through the lines ¢, f, and c, m, which 
will be reduced in the proportion of 3.2x3.2 to 1; 
hence only 1-10 of the initial force of the explosion 
will be brought to bear on the plate at fand m. It 
must not be supposed that the water contained with- 
in the triangular spaces a, w, d, and 4, 0, n, will act as 
a water ram , transferring the initial force of the ex- 
plosion to the armor plate. The fact is that the ex- 
plosion takes place so near the surface that the water 
contained within the spaces mentioned will be con- 
verted into spray, the inertia of whose particles will 
absorb much of the energy of the exploding gas 
without transmitting any destructive force to the 
armor. 

In addition, therefore, to the diminution of energy 
resulting from the great distance between c and the 
points d,n, f, m, etc., the inertia of the particles com- 
posing the spray tends to render the explosion harm- 
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less. Pursuing the investigation, it will be seen that 
not until we come to that portion of the charge con- 
tained within the radial lines c, g end c, 1, can we 
show that the propagated energy is sufficiently in- 
tense to affect the opposing armor. But the explo- 
sive mass contained within these lines is only one- 
sixth of the entire charge, the mean distance from 
the armor plate being nearly two feet, while scarcely 
any portion of the charge is in actual contact. The 
power of nitro-glycerine, it is proper to observe, has 
been greatly overrated owing to its destructive effect 
when in actual contact. Let us also bear in mind 
that apart from the want of contact, the explosion 
of the charge contained within the lines c, g and ¢, 1, 
will be distributed over a circular area the diameter 
of which extends from g to 1, 2 feet 9 inches, hence 
dispersed over nearly 6 equare feet of armor plate. 

Moreover, it will be perceived on examining fig. 2, 
which represents a transverse section of an iron-clad 
ship of the type before mentioned, and side eleva- 
tion of a torpedo-boat 25 feet long and 3 feet in 
diameter, that owing to the absence of a column of 
water above the boat and the presence of an un- 
yielding resistance below the same, the exploding 
gases will be directed upward. The destructive 
effect of the explosion will thus be still further re- 
duced. Obviously then, unless it can be shown by 
actual trial that our demonstration is incorrect, the 
Lay torpedo will prove useless as a means of defence 
against iron-clad ships of war. Accordingly, before 
organizing a new system of coast defence based on 
the conclusions arrived at by the experiment at 
Newport, the Navy Department will find it indis- 
pensable to test the efficiency of 500 pounds of nitro- 
glycerine, applied as intended in the torpedo-boat, 
against a floating target of large dimensions repre- 
senting a ship’s side protected by 12-inch thick 
armor. Of course, such a target must be backed by 
wood and an inner skin of plate iron, besides being 
braced in a manner that will give the same solidity 
and strength as that secured by the decks and deck 
beams of an iron-clad ship. 


Before dismissing the subject of explosive energy 
it will be necessary to call attention to the fact that 
the contents of the torpedo-boat bear so large a 
proportion to the mass of the charge, that if the 
boat be immersed in an unyielding medium, tho ex- 
plosive energy will be wasted by expansion to an 
extent rendering it wholly inefficient. The taper 
form at the bow evidently adds to the inefficiency 
of the explosion by reducing the volume of the ex- 
plosive mass at the very point where the greatest 
destructive effect should be developed. Our space 
will not admit of entering intov a demonstration on 
this subject; but I cannot omit adverting to the 
fact that, the energy of the explosion of detonating 
substances of great intensity, acts through relatively 
short spaces; hence the great bulk of the torpedo- 
boat will be destructive to efficiency, under all cir- 
cumstances. The small dimensions of my movable 
submarine torpedo (shown at z and y in fig. 2), 
which led Commander KIRKLAND to commit such 
extraordinary mistakes concerning displacement,sta- 
bility and power to resist the torsion produced by 
the rotation of the propeller, were dictated by the 
necessity of employing minimum bulk in order to 
insure maximum explosive effect. 


Having thus established the unsatisfactory nature 
of the destructive power of the. torpedo-boat, let us 
next consider the means adopted for propelling and 
directing the same. The unreliable character of the 
propulsive agent and the extraordinary complication 
of the mechanism applied within the torpedo-boat, 
will be best understood by a careful perusal of the 
following extract from the description previously 
published in the Any AND Navy JourNAL. 


We shall not undertake, without the aid of drawings, to explain 
to our readers the somewhat complicated details of mechanism and 
errangemert. It will be sufficient to point out the leading features 
of the plan. 

The boat is divided into compartments. At the bow is the com- 
partment intended for the explosive mixture. Next follows a 
compartment containing strong wrought iron flasks filled with 
liquid carbonic acid. The pressure in these flasks is 600 pounds per 
square inch, but they are tested when manufactured, to bear 1,700 
pounds. They contain when charged about 400 pounds of acid. 
In the next compartment is the reel of wire cable, which is paid out 
through the bottom as the boat moves. This chamber is accessible 
to the water ; but the tight bulkheads on either side prevent the 
entrance of water into either of the adjoining compartments, ex- 
cept in one place where an adjusted cock, open while the boat is 
moving, and closed when she stands still, admits water into an iron 
water-bottom under the flasks of carbonic acid, at a certain rate, 
just enough to preserve the uniform flotation of the craft, which 





would otherwise rise further and farther out of water as the wire 
cuble was reeled off. 

Forward of this reel compartment is that in which the driving 
and steering machinery is located. This consists of two electric 
batteries, “ reducers,” for the carbonic acid gas, and a pair of os- 
cillating engines. Still further forward is the mechanism for steer- 
ing, which will be presently explained. 

The throttle-valve is opened or closed by the operator on shore 
in this way. A current is made through one of the wires in the 
cable, having its ground connections in a copper plate sunk in the 
earth near the battery, and a copper plate on the boat, in contact 
with the sea-water. This current is conducted through a small 
electro-magnetic apparatus, in which it determines the movement, 
on the principle of the galvanometer, of a central armature. 
When the current is reversed, the direction of this movement is 
reversed ; and in this way the course of a strong current from one 
of the boat batteries is directed upon one of two helical electro- 
magnets. The movement here produced is exactly on the principle 
of the ordinary telegraph machine. It operates a valve admitting 
the high-pressure gas behind a small piston, the movement of 
which opens the throttle-valve proper. A reversal of the shore 
current changes the route of the local current, and in a similar 
way drawing the small piston back closes the throttle and instantly 
stops the engine. The apparatus for steering embodies a similar 
principle, only that the alternate action of the helical magnets is 
made through the change of a valve, to admit carbenic acid gas to 
one or the other of the two small pistons, the motion of which 
moves the rudder arm right or left, putting the helm hard “up” 
or “‘down.” When the steering shore-current is not reversed, but 
interrupted altogether, the rudder assumes, by virtue of an in- 
genious arrangement, the medium position of “ steady.” 

We have told how the gas is carried in liquid form, There is 
enough of it to drive the boat two miles. When it expands as 
vapor, a great loss of temperature is the result, and this might 
diminish the pressure seriously, This evil has been experienced 
in other carbonic-acid motors, in some of which the volatilization 
of a part. of the liquid froze the remainder, causing the pressure to 
cease altogether. [t is counteracted in this machine partly by the 
large size of the wrought-iron reservoir or flask, partly by the 
method of conducting the gas past the reel{compartment to the re- 
ducers, viz.: through small pipes running along the outside of the 
shell, and thus éxposing a large surface to the water, which im- 
parts some heat to the gas within. The same end is facilitated by 
the use of the reducers. These are small flasks in which the gas is 
expanded before entering the engine. The pressure in the original 
flask is, as has been said, 600 pounds per square inch, but this is 
reduced before entering the engine to 90 pounds. 


Commander KIRKLAND canvot perceive that the 
mechanism thus described is at all complicated ; 
“in fact ” he says, “its great value is in its extreme 
simplicity.” Now, the description informs us that 
two distinct motors are necessary to start the third 
motor which actuates the propeller; that other mo- 
tors are required to operate the rudder, and that in 
order to make good the weight lost by paying out 
the wire cable, an “adjusted cock” has been de- 
vised for admitting water into the boat, opening 
while the boat is moving and closing when she 
stands still (a great mechanical achievement, experts 
will admit, provided this cock infallibly turns the 
right way at the right time). 

Leaving out of sight the necessity of raising the 
torpedo-boat partially out of water after an experi- 
ment the duration of which counts by minutes; 
opening its hull, breaking certain joints, removing 
the exhausted carbonic acid flasks, replacing the 
same with other flasks to be in turn attached to the 
receivers; again hermetically closing the opening 
in the hull and lowering the same into the water— 
leaving all this out of sight and returning to the 
perusal of the description, we learn that owing to 
the great loss of temperature during the expansion 
the liquid in carbonic acid motors may freeze and 
the pressure cease altogether. This evil, it is stated, 
has been overcome in the torpedo-boat by the ob- 
jectionable expedient of conducting the gas through 
small pipes running along the outside of the shell, 
in order that the gas within may absorb heat 
from the sea. Inthe face of such complication of 
mechanism in which a defective joint, or an acci- 
dent to the exposed external pipes, renders the en- 
tire structure useless, Commander KIRKLAND, one of 
the board ordered to inspect the Lay torpedo, says, 


that its great value is in its “ extreme simplicity.” 
(To be continued.) 








THE RIVAL TORPEDOES. 

Mr. Joun L. Lay has sent us a copy of the subjoined 
letter, addressed to Captain Ericsson : 
John Ericsson, Esq. 

Sir: As you have thought proper to make use of the 
public press of this country to disparage my invention 
experimented with at Newport on November 21, 1872, 
in the presence of a Board of Naval Officers, with suffi- 
cient success to prove its practical adaptation to war 
uses, both offensive and defensive, and as you at the 
same time propose a torpedo of your own design to 
remedy what you call the “fatal defects” in mine, I 
therefore propose to you that each of us build a torpe- 
do on his own design, to preserve the same ratio of size 
as that existing between the one just experimented with 
by me (of 25 feet in length and 36 inches diameter) and 
that proposed by you in an article of December 14, 
ARMY AND NAVY Jounnal,, viz: 10 feet in length and 
19 inches in diameter. Each to confine himself strictly 
to the deyice applicable to the tw9 boats, as described in 








January 21, 1873. 
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your letter of Deceitiber 10, the boats to be completed in 
six months from date and ready fot atrial, which will 
take place in the presence of a board of Naval Officers, 
appointed by the Secretary cf tho Navy. The trial to 
take place on some river at the selection of the Secretary 
of the Navy, where a current of from three to four miles 
per hott obtains. 

The distance futi to be two miles and to be previously 
measured and bitoved as follows! In front of starting 
point one-fourth of a mile distant, a cylifdrical buo 
with 1500 Ib, kedge to be anchored, which both 
boats are to pass tip streath of at a distance of 
three-fourths of a mile from the statting point; 
another similar buoy, which both boats are to pass tip 
stream of, then turn and run down stream one-fourth 
of a mile and retutn by same route to the starting point; 
the run to be made in 10 mitiutes. My object in,turning 
the buoys and operating in a current, is to satisfy the 
question of attack by the two systems, when ships die 
moored, and when obstructiong, shoal water, rocks ,etc., 
have to be turned. Yours, etc., Joun L Lay. 

Newronrt, R.1., January 6, 1873 
i) 


THE ARMY. 
WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War’. 


Brigadier-General EB, D. Townsend, Adjuéant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 











Whipple, Adjuiant-General 


W. T. SHERMAN, General ofth Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. W., 
War DEPART MENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Jan. 2, 1873. f 
General Orders No. 1. 

In accordance with a decision of the Second Comp- 
troller, dated December 21, 1872, General Orders No. 
91, 1872, is hereby so modified as to except from its gen- 
eral provisions the following cases : 

Where the death of an officer or officers occurs in bat- 
tle or in the field, and emergency requires that the body 
or bodies be transported to a suitable place of interment 
at the nearest town, post, or station, and from the ne- 
cessity of the case the authority of the Secretary of War 
cannot be obtained in advance, the commanding officer 
of the department or district in which the decease oc- 
curs is hereby authorized to order the transportation 
without the approval, in advance, of the Secretary of 
war; but his approval must be subsequently obtained 
before the accounts for such transportation are present- 
ed to the accounting officers of the Treasury for settle- 
ment. 

[Norr.—In the quotation from the appropriation Jaw, given in 
General Orders No, 91, 1872, the comma after the word * places” 
should be stricken out, | 


By order of the Secrétary of War. 





E. D. TowNsenp, Adjutant-General. 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Jan. 2, 1873. 


General Orders No. 2. 


The saddlers’ tools and materials, the smiths’ tools, 
the tool bags, and the mountain howitzer forges, with 
their tools, prescribed by General Orders No. 60, War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, June 29, 1872, 
for use of the cavalry service, will be supplied by the 
Ordnauce Department. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 





KE. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Jan. 3, 1873. ; 
General Orders No. 3. 

General Orders No. 23, of March 16, 1871, fixing the 
organization of regiments and corps in the Army, un- 
der the second section act of July 15, 1870, has been 
modified as follows: 

The number of ordnance sergeants at posts is re- 
IEE Willis. a: nih aa: Ged aha 25h nce ee 
The number of enlisted men of ordnance is reduced 
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As sls 9164554. 0h be 000d tbs ahde 4440/0000 mde 55 
The number of enlisted men of engineers is increas- 

GN ida PN a Sin Ak aris ae nha eg cass 5.46 CaO 350 
The number of enlisted men of a light battery of ar- 

eT Rane ae 95 


By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General, 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
WASHINGTON, January 1, 1873. 
General Orders No. 1. 

Majer William D. Whipple, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, and Major O. M. Poe, U. S. Engineers, are hereby 
appointed aides-de-camp on the personal staff of the 
General of the Army, vice Colonels F. T. Dent and 
Horace Porter, resigned. Colonel O, M. Poe will re- 
main as now at Detroit until relieved of his presont du- 
ties. 

Colonel William D. Whipple, in addition to his du- 
ties as aide-de-camp, will perform the duties of adju- 
tant-general to the General of the Army. In addition 
to the usual reports and returns to the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office, Washington, D. C., division and depart- 
ment commanders will send copies of their monthly re- 
ports and returns to Colonel William D. Whipple for 
the information of the General ; and all correspondence 
and reports designed for the use of the General will be 
addressed to Colonel Whipple, and all orders made to 
the Army by the General will be made by or through 
him. W. T. SHERMAN, General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
January 6, 1873. 


Tuesday, December 31. 
First Lieutenant R, D, Potts, Third Artillery, is ra- 








lieved from duty in this city, to take effect January 1, 
1873, and will join his regiment. 
Colonel J. I. Gregg, Kighth Cavalry, is, at his own re- 
tiest, relieved from the operations of General Orders 
No. 101, November 25, 1872, from this office, detailing 
him as Superintendent of the Mounted Recruiting Ser- 
vice, and Colonel B. H. Grierson, Tenth Cavalry, is de- 
tailed in his stead. 
[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office, on Wednesday, January 1, 1873.] 
Thureday, January 2. 


The leave of absence granted Captain Louis H. Car- 
enter, Tenth Oavalry, in Special Orders No. 195, Octo- 
fer 81, 1872, from Headquarters Department of Texas, 
is extended four months. 
The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
Caleb H. Carlton, Tenth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 
$10, November 29, 1872, from this office, is further ex- 
tetided to July 1, 18738. 


Friday, January 3. 


Lieutenant-Colonel T, T. S. Laidley, Ordnance De- 
partment, is appointed to act as Inspector on certain 
clothing on hand at Watertown Arsenal, Massachusetts, 
found by a Boutd ef survey to be unfit for issue, and for 
which Captain W. A. Marye, Ordnance Department, is 
responsible. 

First Lieutenant C. E. Kilbourfie, Second Artillery, 
Acting Signal Officer, is appointed to act a3 Inspector on 
cervtin clothing on hand at Fort Whipple, Virginia, re- 
ported as unfit for issue and recently examined by a 
Board of Survey, and for which First Lieutenant G. 8. 
Grimes, Second Artillery, Acting Signal Officer and Act- 
ing Assistant Quartermaster, is responsible. 

Discharged.—Private Francis X. Readerer, Company 
A, Ninth Infantry; Private Frank Dougherty, Uom- 
pany K, Twentieth Infantry ; Second-Class Private John 
Jackson, Ordnance Detachment, U. 8. Army; Private 
Charles Jordan, Battery F, Second Artillery; Private 
Theophilus F. Zitimefman, Mounted Service, U. 8. 
Army. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Wil- 
liam R. Parnell, First Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 
248, October 10, 1872, from this office, is extended sixty 
days. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Post Chap- 
lain Dudley Chase, in Special Orders No. 809, Novem- 
ber 29, 1872, from this office, is further extended ninety 
days. 

Saturday, January 4. 


Assigned.—Private Michael McDonald, General Ser- 
vice U. 8. Army, te Light Battery F, Fifth Artillery. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant Oliver Wetmore, 
Jr., Nineteenth Infantry, has been accepted by the 
President, to take effect December 31, 1872. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Frank W. Per- 
ry, Twenty-fourth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 225, 
December 18, I872, from headquarters Department of 
Texas, is extended to Febrnary 1, 1873. 

The resignation of Captain Frank W. Perry, Twenty- 
fourth Infantry, has been accepted by the President, to 
take effect February 1, 1873. 

The leave of absence on surgeon’s certificate of disa- 
bility granted Captain John H. Donovan, Seventeenth 
Infantry (now under sentence of General Court-martial), 
in Special Orders No. 119, December 30, 1872, from 
headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, is ex- 
tended four months on surgeon’s certificate of disabil- 
ity. ° 

Private Arthur McKnight, Company E, Twentieth In- 
fantry, is hereby restored to duty without trial, and 
transferred to the Nineteenth Infantry. 
Discharged.—Private Robert P. Leslie, Company C, 
Twentieth Infantry. 

On his own application, approved by the regimental 
commander, Second Lieutenant J. W. Summerhayes, 
Eighth Infantry, is transferred from Company C to Cum- 
pany K of that regiment, and will join his proper sta- 
tion at his own expense, 
The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant I. H. 
McDonald, Ninth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 195, 
October 31, 1872, from headquarters Department of 
Texas, is extended four months, 

Monday, January 6. 
The superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under proper charge 
from Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, to the posts in- 
dicated the following detachments of recruits, each de- 
tachment to be reported upon arrival at its destination 
to the commanding officer of tke post for assignment as 
follows: Fifty-one to Fort Macon, North Carolina, for 
Batteries E and L, Second Artillery; forty-three to 
David’s Island, New York Harbor, for Batteries H and 
M, Third Artillery. 
Discharged.—Quartermaster-Sergeant Jacob Barry, 
Company I, Second Cavalry. 





———_— 


- 
MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
"Aeutenan-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hadgq’rtrs Chicago, 1. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 


Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 
Captain E. W. Smith, Eighteenth Infantry, First 
Lieutenant J. G. Telford, Second Artillery, and First 
Lieutenant E. B. Gibbs, Sixth Infantry, aides-de-camp 
to Brigadier-General A. H. Terry, having reported 
in obedience to their instructions, were assigned to 
duty at department headquarters from their respective 
dates of arrival. 
Twgntieth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty 
days was granted First Lieutenant T. W. Lord, regi- 
mental quartermaster, December 24. 

Payment of Troops.—Major G. W. Candee, paymas- 
ter U. 8. A., December 24 was’ ordered te make pay- 





ments to December 31, 1872, of the troops stationed at 
Fort Randall and Lower Brule Agency, D. T., and also 
at Fort Sully, D. T., in case the severity of the weather 


Pe ane) of a for twelve days 
ecember 30 was granted to Lewis Thompson 
and Second Lieutenant E, J. MoCleraand. ing 

ZTwenty-second Infantry.—First Lieutenant B. C. 
Lockwood, December 28 was relieved from duty as 
judge-advocate of the General Court-martial appointed 
by par. 1, 8. O. No. 220, c. s.. from  head- 
quarters, and Second Lieutenant.O. M. Smith detailed 
in his stead. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Major R. A. Kinzie, paymaster U. 8. A., December 
30 was relieved from duty as member of the G. C. M. or- 
dered to convene at Chicago, Ill, by 8. O. No. 210, c. s., 
from department headquarters, and First Lieutenant 
William Mitchell, Third Infantry, was detailed in his 
stead. 

Fifteenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant D. R, Burn- 
ham, December 27 was detailed as A. A. Q. M. and A. 
C. 8., at Fort Tulerosa, N. M., in lieu of First Lieuten- 
ant J. W. Bean, the latter Zn been designated as 
recruiting officer for the Fifteenth try. 

Third Infantry.—Captain R. P. Hughes, upon the ad- 
journment of the General Court-martial in session at 
Santa Fe., N. M., of which he is judge-advooate, under 


date of December 13 was ordered to re to d 
ment headquarters, bringing with him ait the hrs. rie 
records pertaining to the court. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigddier-General E. O.C. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Target Practice—General Ord, commanding the De- 
partment of the Platte, who has meade target practice 
one of the featares of the military exercises of the troo 
of the department, in recent General Orders says: “ 
lack of accuracy and care is shown in the reports of taa- 
get practice received at these headquarters, commanding 
officers of posts and companies are hereby directed to 
give the matter their especial personal attention. Com- 
pany commanders will in person verify all measure- 
ments. To calculate the average distance of all the hits 
at a firing, they will measure from the centre of each 
ball hole to the centre of the target, then add these 
measurements and divide the sum thereof by the actual 
number of hits. The strength and direction of the wind, 
whether across or oblique; with or against the line cf 
fire, will be noted on all reports of target practice. Post 
commanders will see that their monthly reports be cor- 
rect abstracts of the company reports, and especially 
that the number of hits and average distance of these 
hits from centre of targets be correctly reported. They 
will personally inspect all the targets with a view of de- 
tecting any mistakes in measurements, and will encour- 
age every compeny commander to do the same. ’ 
“Target practi¢e will be continued once a week during 
the winter, on the first day in the week on which the 
weather may be sufficiently pleasant for it to be held, 
Sundays excepted. When the weather will not permit 
out-door practice, simulated practios in company quar- 
ters will be held, at which recruits, even tho on 
guard, and extra and daily duty men, will attend. 
“ The department commander sto send to the 
Army AND Navy JouRNAL hereafter, for publication 
summary reporis of target practice, showing the com- 
pany making the best shooting. ‘The cavalry have thus 
far shown themselves better marksmen than the infan- 
try. He hopes that the infantry will spare no effort for 
successful competition with the eavalry in future target 
practice. If there be any fault in the new infantry arm 
to account for the marked difference between the shoot- 
ing of that and the cavalry arm, infantry officers are 
expected to report it with a view to obtain a remedy. 
A simple plan to detect this difference is for post com. 
manders, when both infantry and cavalry are represent- 
ed, to issue both weapons, for Se trial practice only, 
to some of the most expert shots at the post, and with 
these men give the arms a comparative trial.” 
ABSTRAOT FROM THE REPORT OF TARGET PRACTICE OF COMPANIES IN 


HE DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, SHOWIEG THE COMPANIES 
MAKING THE BEST AND WORST SINGLE DAY'S SHOOTING IN THE 


MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1872, 
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Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for nite ony 
with permission to apply for an extension until May 1, 
1873, was granted Second Lieutenant F. W. Kingsbury, 
January 2. 

Leave of absence for thirty days was granted First 
Lieutenant J. L. Fowler, January 2. 

of Troops.—Major Simeon Smith, paymas- 
ter, - ms was ordered to Py the troops at Omaha 
Barracks, Neb. ; Major C. M. Terrell, paymaster, the 
troops at Beaver, Forts Bridger, Fred Steele, Sanders, 
Sidney Barracks, North Platte, and Fort McPherson ; 
Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster, the troops at Forts 
D. A. Russell, Laramie, and Fetterman; Major I. O. 
Dewey, paymaster, the troops at Camp Douglas, and 
also at Camps Stambaugh and Brown by checks. 

Third Cavalry.—At a meeting of the enlisted men of 
Company H, Third Cavalry, at Fort D. A. Russell, W. 
T., on the 27th of December, 1872, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were adopted : 

Whoreas, It has pleased God to take from this 
earth our beloved commander, Captain Frank Stanwood, 
in the midst of an active and honorable career, be it 

Resolved, That we, the enlisted men of his company, 
deeply deplore the loss of a commander who by his kind 

heart, his never-ceasing zeal to promote the welfare of 
the company, and: his many other virtues, has gained 
the gratitude and: love of his men. 

Resolved, That we fully comprehend the irreparabil- 
ity of this loss, for such rare virtues as were combined 
in the deceased are not often found in man. Always 
affable and considerate towards those in an inferior 
i of life, he was never known to hurt the feelings 
of a man by an untimely word or act. He was a strict 
disciplinarian, but always just and humane. 

Resolved, That the present promising state of the 
company is due to his vigilanco over the material as 
‘well a8 Intellectual wants of his men, and that it might 
justly be said of him—“ He was a father to his com- 

y:”’ His name will ever be remembered by us with 
ove and respect. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above be sent to the AR- 
MY AND NAvyY JOURNAL for publication. ~- 

(Signed) CHARLES RODEN, 
First Sergeant, President. 
Lours E. RuFFievx, Corporal and Secretary. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas.® 
‘ Major Benjamin C. Card, quartermaster U. 5S. Army, 
depot quartermaster San Antonio, Texas, December 24 
was announced as the disbursing officer to pay orders 
= railway and stage transportation in the State of 

‘exas, 

A. A. Surgeon Eddy, U.8. Army, December 16 was 
ordered to proceed to Fort Brown, Texas, via Galves- 
ton, Rockport, and Brazos de Santiago, Texas. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for twenty days 
was granted Captain F. 8. Dodge December 19. 

Fourth Cavalry.—The leave of absence granted Cap- 
tain C. Mauck, in 8. O. No. 279, c. s., headquarters Fort 
Richardson, Texus, was extended ten days December 19. 
Permission to delay ten days en route, in seeing to 
his proper station was granted Captain N. B. McLaugh- 
len, December 21. 

Tenth Cavalry.—Captain W. B. Kennedy and First 
Lieutenant 8S. R. Co y, Tenth Cavalry, and First 
Lieutenant J. Paulus, Twenty-fifth Infantry, December 
16 were detailed as additional members of the G. C. M. 
ordered in par. 2, 8. O. No. 130, c. s., from department 
headquarters, vice Captain George T. Robinson, First 
Lieutenant T. J. Spencer, and Second Lieutenant L. P. 
Hunt, Tenth Cavalry, relieved. 

Ninth cavalry.—Seccnd Lieutenant I. H. McDonald, 
Ninth Cavalry, December 23 was directed to receive 
from the commanding officer San Antonio, Texas, all 
prisoners at his post sentenced to confinement in the 
Texas State penitentiary, at Huntsville, and ordered to 
proceed with them to that place and turn them over to 
the warden of said — with all the necessary 
papers, taking proper receipts for the same. Upon com- 
— of this duty, Lieutenant McDonald is author- 

zed to avail himself of the leave of absence granted him 
in paragraph 4,8. O. No.' 195, o.s., from department 
headquarters, reporting to the A. A. A.-G. the date of 
his arrival at Huntsville, Texas. 

Fort Clark, Texas.—A General Court-martial con- 
vened at Fort Clark, Texas, December 30. Detail for 
the court: Major J. F. Wade and Captains A. E. Hooker 
and M. Cooney, Ninth Cavalry; First Lieutenant J. T. 
Kirkman, Tenth Infantry; First Lieutenants P. Cusack, 
F. 8. Davidson, Ninth Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant W. 
Gerhard, Ninth Cavalry. Second Lieutenant D. F. 
Stiles, Tenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Fort Duncan, Texas.—A General Court-martial con- 
vened at Fort Duncan, Texas, December 30. Detail for 
the court: Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Shaiter, Twenty- 
fourth Infantry ; Captain C. C. Hoed, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry ; Captain C. D. Beyer, Ninth Cavalry; First 
Lieutenants T. E. Merritt, B. M. Custer, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry. First Lieutenant I. M. Starr, Ninth Cavalry, 
judge-advocate. 

Ringgold Barracks.—A General Court-martial con- 
vened at Ringgold Barracks, Texas, January 2, 1873. 
Detail for the court: Major H.C. Merriam, Twenty- 
fourth Infantry: Captain A. Sheriden, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry ; First Lieutenants E. Donovan, M. W. Sax- 
ton, wry, Beaman Infantry; First Lieutenant W. Hu- 
go, Ninth Cavalry. Captain O. Hagen, Ninth Cavalry 
judge-advocate. 

Subsistence Supplies to A. A. Surgeons.—The Secre- 
tary of War has decided that “‘ subsistence supplies may 
be sold to acting assistant surgeons U. 8. Army,” on the 
same terms and in the same manner “as to officers hold- 
ing actual commissions.” They may be also sold to 
“)aundresses, in the same manner and on the same 


partment General Orders No. 81, of 1872. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headq'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H, Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


granted Captain R. H. Jackson December 24: 


was assigned to duty at Jackson Barracks, Louisiana. 


tended fourteen days. 
Sizth Cavalry.—Company I, December 23 was re- 
lieved from duty in this department, and ordered to 
Fort Harker, Kansas. 
Nineteenth Infaniry—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Decem- 


Army, and the following officers of tho Nineteenth In 


fred Fredberg, John Harold, Oliver Wet re, Jr., John | ¢ 


G. Leefe, Second Lieutenant John A. Vayne. 


aaaneieaanae 


A General Uourt-martial was appointed to meet at 


cited that sapplie shall not be aold to them, euch sales | Fort Trumbull, Coun., January 10. "Phe following off 
: Pe sees e Fi rtillery were de or the court; 
coming within the prohibition in paragraph 1, War De- Captains G. A. Kensel, F. L. Guenther, First Lieuten- 
ants 8. A. Day, Paul Roemer, O. H. Howard, Second 
Lieutenunt J. E. Sawyer. 
Thorp, judge-advocate, 4 
Fort Monroe, Va.—A General Court-martial was ap- * 
pointed to meet at Fort Monroe; Va., January 10. De- - 
tail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Roberts, 
, : Fourth Artillery ; Captain 8.8. Elder, First Artillery ; 
First Artillery.—Leave of absence for seven days was | Captain J. W. Piper, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant 
a 1 F. W. Hess, Third Artillery; First Licatenant Freder- 
Seventh Ee Mery J. G. Tilford December 24 | ick Robinson, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant R. E. 
De Russy, Second Artillery; Second Lieutenant J. H. 
The leave of absence granted A. A. Surgeon Wm. R. | Gifford, Second Artillery; Second Lieutenant William 
Mandeville, U.S. Army, in 8. 0. 127, of December 17,| Everett, Fourth Artillery; Second Lieutenant W. E. 
from headquarters post of Jackson, Mississippi, was ex-| Birkhimer, Third Artillery. First Lieutenant W. A. 
Kobbe, Jr., Third Artillery, judge-advoeate. 


First Lieutenant Frank 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H'dqrtrs San Francisco, Cal. 


Postage on Printed Matter.—A letter from the Adju- 


ber 19. Assistant Surgeon J. V. D. Middleton, U. 8.|tant-General of the Army, under date of December 5, 

1872, to the commanding general Military Division of 

fantry were detailed for the court: Captains James H. | the Pacific, San Francisco, California, in referring to a 

Bradford, we H. Remington, First Lieutenants Al-| communication from those headquarters, stating that 
° 


he postmaster of San Francisco collects letter postage 


First upon all sealed envelopes, notwithstanding the ends 









Lieutenant Charles B. Hall, judge-advoe::!». 
First Lieutenant Mark Walker, Decer: | 
lieved as a member of the General Court-martial ap- 
pointed by S. O. No. 187, c.s., from department head- 
quarters, to meet at Jackson Barracks, Louisiana. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hd rtrs, New York. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 


Maj.-Gen. W.S. Hancock: Headg’rs, cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.¥. 
The following officers were registered at headquar- 


ters Department of the East for the week ending Janu- 
ary 2, 1873: Assistant Surgeon A. C. Girard, U.S. Ar- 
my; Captain George L. Browning, Seventh Infantry ; 


Van Derslice, Fourteenth Infantry ; Major-General Ir- | f 
vin McDowell, U.S. Army; Captain Charles T. Greene, 


Lieutenant J. H. Willard, Corps of Engineers; Second 


ant C. E. Hargous, First Lieutenant F. D. Baldwin, 
Captain James 8. Casey, Fifth Infantry; Captain W. 


Second Lieutenant C. C. Morrison, Fifth Cavalry; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant J. W. Summerhayes, Eighth Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant J. W. Lee, Ninth Infantry; Major J. 
W. Barlow, Corps of Engineers: Colonel John Gibbon, 
Seventh Infantry; First Lievtenant D. D. Wheeler, 
First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant J. E. Sawyer, Fifth 
Artillery. 

The following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the East for the week ending Janu- 
ary 7, 1873: First Lieutenant J. C. Thompson, Third 
Cavalry; First Lieutenant W. A. Thompson, Fourth 
Cavalry; First Lieutenant R. W. Bard, Second Infan- 
try; First Lieutenant F. E. Pierce, First Infantry; 
Captain H. C. Bankhead, Eighth Cavalry ; Colonel 8. 
W. Crawford, Second Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thomas Duncan, Fifth Cavalry ; First Lieutenant Dan- 


Fourth Cavalry; First Lieutenant Wm. Logan, Sev- 
enth Infantry ; Captain Owen Hale, Seventh Cavalry ; 
Captain J. B. Campbell, Fourth Artillery; First Lieu- 
tenant James M. Ropes, Eighth Cavalry ; Captain R. 
F. Beirne, Twenty-first Infantry; First Lieutenant L. 
H. Robinson, Fourteenth Infantry. 


business connected with his department. 


pointed to meet at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., January 
10. The following officers of the Third Artillery were 
detailed for the court: Captains Lorenzo Lorain, A. C. 


vocate. 

General Court-martial was appointed at the same 
time to meet at Davii’s Island, N. Y. H. Assistant 
Surgeon H. R. Tilton, U. S. Army, and the following 
officers of the Third Artillery were detailed for the 
court: Major R. V. 
M. Lancaster, J. F. Mount, E. C. Knower, Second Lieu- 
tenant H. C. Danes. First Lieutenant Charles Hum- 
phreys, judge-advocate. 

Fifth Artitlery.—The leave of absence for seven days 
granted First Lieutenant E. L. Zalinski, in 8. O. No. 
45, headquarters Fort Sullivan, Me., December 24, 1872, 
has been extended seven days. Leave of absence for 
thirty days was granted Second Lieutenant C. R. Bar- 
nett, December 6. First Lieutenant Charles Morris, 
December 24 was detailed a member of the G. C. M. in- 
tituted in par. 2,8. O. No. 240, c. s., from department 
headquarters. : 

A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Independence, Mase., January 6. The following 
officers of the Fifth Artillery were detailed for the 
court: Captains J. B. Rawles, 
Lieutenants J. R. Brinckle, 








terms as to regularly enlisted men.” 
“ Civilian employ- 
ees” may receive a ration “ ” when provided for 





G. W. Crabb, judge-advocate. 


iel T. Wells ighth Infantcy; Captain T. J. i 
- ae entenaat Wen, 7 50, to Fort Vancouver, W.T., in charge of First Lieu- 


tenant Edward R. Theller, Twenty-first Infantry, all 
enlisted men at his post of Companies B, C, and H, 
Twenty-first Infantry. 


W. Howard, First Lieutenants J. | L 


thereof were cut open, showing the contents to be print- 
ed matter only, and asking if it was regarded safe by 
this office that printed matter be sent by mail unsealed, 
announces that “ the Postmaster-General, to whom the 
matter was referred, states that to allow printed matter 
to pass at the reduced rates of postage, it must be so 
wrapped as to permit examination without tearing the 
envelope or breaking the seal, and that it is the ruling 
of his department that placing such matter in a sealed 
envelope, with the ends merely notched, is not a com- 
pliance with the laws and regulations on the subject ; 
hence the postmaster was correct in rating up the pack- 
ages referred to with letter postage.” 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 
Assistant Surgeon Calvin De Witt, U.S. Army, De- 


Captain R. M. Potter, military storekeeper U. S. Army ;| cember 30 was ordered to report in person to the com- 
Captain W. P. Huxford, U. S. Army; Captain J. H.| manding officer of the Presidio of San Francisco, Cali- 


ornia, for temporary duty at that post. 
A. A. Surgeon John E. Tallon, U. 8S. Army, December 


U. S. Army; First Lieutenant W. J. Reedy, Twenty-| 39 was relieved from dut sa 3 ; 

- - , , y at the Presidio of San Fran- 
second Infantry ; Captain E. R. Warner, Third Artil- cisco, California, and ordered to report to the medical 
lery; First Lieutenant T. S. Wallace, Third Infantry */ director of this department for the annulment of his 
First Lieutenant T. W. Custer, Seventh Cavalry; First contract as acting assistant surgeon U. S. Army. 


Leave of absence for thirty days, on surgeon’s certifi- 


Lieutenant E. O. Fechet, Second Artillery; First Lieu- eee : , 
i ~ Mines : | cate of disability, was granted Assistant Surgeon H. J. 
tenant T. F. Quinn, Fourth Infantry ; Second Lieuten Phillips, U. S. Army, December 12. 


Captain Thomas Wilson, commissary of subsistence, 


8. Worth, First Lieutenant C.F. Losbe, Eighth Infan-| December 10 was assigned to duty as purchasing and 


try; Second Lieutenant C. A. Postley, Third Artillery ;| depot commissary at San francisco, and chief commis- 
sary of subsistence Department of California, relieving 


Captain Michael P. Small, commissary of subsistence, 
who on being relieved, was ordered to report for tempo- 
rary duty to the chief commissary Military Division of 
the Pacific, while awaiting the departure of the Newbern, 
by which, on the next trip of the steamer, he was or- 
dered to proceed to the Department of Arizona. 


Twenty-first Infantry.—Captain William M’C. Netter- 


ville and First Lieutenant Thomas F. Riley, having 
been detailed for recruiting service by the regimental 
commander, under the provisions of G. O. No. 101, A. 
G. O., November 25, 1872, were relieved from duty in 
the Department of Columbia, and ordered to New York 
city, reporting in person to the superintendent of the 
General Recruiting Service on January 1, 1873. 


Twenty-first Infantry.—The commanding officer An- 
el Island was directed to send by steamer of December 


A. A. Surgeon P. H. Humphrey, U. 8. Army, Decem- 


ber 19 was ordered to report to First Lieutenant Ed- 

ai s 2 > ward R. Theller, Twenty-first Infantry, as medical offi- 

Phnnn~ Farell LR pry se. a Ys ; ~ a ’ | cer, to accompany the detachment of troops under orders 
+ Sate BOD oe ey OB PUDNC | to proceed to Fort Vancouver on the 21st instant. 


First Cavalry.—The commanding officer Benicia Bar- 


Third Artillery—A General Court-martial was ap- racks was directed to send to Fort Vancouver, W. T., 
by the steamer of December 20, all enlisted men at his 
post of Company E. 


Leave of absence for sixty days has been granted Cap- 


i ic i “i nan é } st ° ° = s : 
ong EObtke B Eaton, "Second Tieeiiaseh O tain Stephen G. Whipp - bes wy oy" soapy’ | A, Pte 
, A. E. Cl: y J. D. : “| with permission to go beyon e limits of this divis- 
W. Hobbs. Second Lieutenant A. T. Abbott, judge-ad- co ps d apply to the Adjutant-Ceneral for an extension 


of four months. 


Fourth Artillery.—First Lieutenant Eugene A. Bzn- 


croft, regimental quartermaster, Decemler 6 was tem- 


porarily attached to and assumed command of Battery 


Battery M, December 10 was ordered to take station 
at Alcatraz, relieving Battery D, exchanging arms and 
ordnance stores. Battery L was ordered, December 10 
to take station at the Presidio. : 

Paragraph 2, S. O. No. 228, c. s., headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific, directing Battery M, Fourth 
Artillory, to Alcatraz, has been revoked. Battery L 
was ordered to take station at Alcxtraz, relieving Bat- 
tery D December 14, exchanging arms and ordnance 
stores. First Lieutenant William F. Stewart, Battery 
D, was temporarily attached to Battery L. 

Infantry Equipments.—Companies G and K, Twenty- 
niol Edens G, F, and D Companies, Twelfth In- 
fantry, and B and C Companies, Twenty-first Infantry, 
were designated to receive the infantry equipments re- 


. H. Kinzi i mended by the board of officers convened by 8. 0. 
G. Vv. Weis, yee ee No. 433, A. ¢o., 1871, five hundred additional sets of 
tenants G. N. Whistler, G. E. Sage., First Lieutenant | which were ordered to be sent to Benicia Arsenal for 


issue and trial in this military division. The comman- 
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ders of companies receiving these equipments were or- 
dered to make monthly reports to the Chief of Ordnance 
on their merits, and for this purpose blanks will be sup- 
plied by the commanding officer Benicia Arsenal. 

San Francisco, Cal.—A General Oourt-martial was 
appointed to convene at San Francisco, California, De- 
cember 19. Detail for the court: Colonel Orlando B. 
Willcox, Twelfth Infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Marcus 
D. L. Simpson, Subsistence Department; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cary H. Fry, Pay Department; Major Eugene 
A. Carr, Fifth Cavalry; Major Charles J. Sprague, Pay 
Department; Captain John Mendenhall, Fourth Artil- 
lery ; Captain James Biddle, First Cavalry. Major Her- 
bert P. Curtis, judge-advocate. 


Pay Statemenis of Discharged Soldiers.—A circular 
from headquarters Military Division of the Pacific, 
dated San Francisco, Cal., December 6, calls the atten- 
tion of company commanders tg the requirements of 
paragraph 2, General Orders War Department No. 50, 
1871, and paragraph 14, General Orders, War Depart- 
ment, No. 51, current series, which are that the final 
statements of soldiers discharged with pay due them 
for service during the parts of two fiscal years, “ shall 
show the clothing amount due to the soldier or to the 
United States in each fiscal year,” and that “all en- 
listed men present for payment with their companies or 
detachments s/all hereafter receipt upon tbe pay-rolls 
for amounts due them thereon.” Disregard of these 
orders entails embarrassment upon offivers of the Pay 
Department, and upon soldiers discharged with pay due 
under appropriations for two years, by delaying the set- 
tlement of their accounts. With the system of deposits 
established by law for the benefit of enlisted men, and 
in successful operation, there is no necessity for a sol- 
dier to retain his pay in his possession, thus incurring 
a risk of losing it, as it can be deposited with the pay- 
master immediately upon its receipt. In addition to 
the foregoing instructions from the War Department, it 
is directed that the final statements of soldiers dis- 
charged in this division shall show the stoppages due 
the United States of whatever character and for each 
fiscal year separately. In the case of enlisted men who 
are making good time lost by desertion, this fact, as it 
affects their pay, must be noticed on the muster-rolls. 
Post commanders will require each soldier present at 
the post and not incapacitated by sickness, to receive 
his pay in person from the paymaster at the pay table. 
The sick in hospital and the hospital matron will be 
paid in person by the paymaster at the hospital. 

Camp Halieck, Nevada.—The General Couri-martial 
which convened af Camp Halleck, Nevada, December 
13, 1872, by virtue of paragraph 1,8. O. No. 158, ¢. s., 
headquarters Department of California, and of which 
Major Henry R. Mizner, Twelfth Infantry, is president, 
and First Lieutenant Erskine M. Camp, Twelfth Infan- 
try, judge-advocate, dissolved December 21. 

Twelfth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant H. L. Has- 
kell, at Camp Independenee, California, December 19 
was ordered to report to the commanding officer Angel 
Island, California, for temporary duty at the headquar- 
ters of his regiment. 

Captain M. P. Small, Subsistence Department, De- 
cember 12 was relieved from duty as chicf commissary 
of subsistence of this department. 

In relieving Captain Small from duty on his staff, the 
major-general commanding, in orders expresses his ap- 
preciation of the zeal, fidelity, and ability with which 
he has performed the duties of his department in San 
Francisco, the benefit of which has been felt by nearly 
every officer and soldier on this coast. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, 
Brigadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


Fourth Artillery.—Battery D, Deceraber 10 was or- 
dered to take station at Sitka, Alaska, and to be relieved 
from Alcatraz on the date transportation is furnished 
the battery to Sitka. 

Major Joseph Stewart, in command of Batteries C 
and D of his regiment, was ordered to Sitka, Alaska, 
December 14, to relieve Major Harvey A. Allen, and 
Batteries C and H, Second Artillery, ordered to the 
Presidio of San Francisco, en route to the Department 
of the East. 

The enlisted men transferred from Battery H, Second 
Artil'ery, to Battery L, Fourth Artillery, by par 3, S. 
O. No. 226, c. s., headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, December 10 were transferred to Battery D, 
Fourth Artillery, to date January 1, 1873, the latter 
battery having been ordered to Sitka, Alaska, in place 
of Battery L. 

A. A. Surgeon G. B. Higginbotham, U.S. Army, De- 
cember 14 was ordered- to report to Major Stewart as 
medical officer of his command, and on arrival at Sitka 
to report for duty to Major Allen. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Lreutenant-Colonel George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 
Major Eugene W. Crittenden, Fifth Cavalry, and Ma- 

jor Andrew W. Evans, Third Cavalry, members of the 
G. C. M. for the trial of Lieutenant-Colonel Charles H. 
Tompkins, Quartermaster’s Department, re-convened in 
San Francisco, December 4 were ordered to return to 
their stations in the Department of Arizona, via San 
Diego, Fort Yuma, and Ehrenberg. 

Captain Michael P. Small, Commissary of Subsistence, 
December 10 was ordered, by the steamer Wewbern, on 
the next trip of that steamer, via Fort Yuma, Ehbren- 
berg, and Fort Mojave, to Prescott, A. T., reporting to 
the commanding officer Department of Arizona for as- 
signment to duty as chief commissary of subsistence 
Department of Arizona. 

Dr. C. W. Harper, A. A. surgeon, December 10 was 
temporarily assignell to duty at Camp Hualpai, A. T., 
relieving Dr. F. 8. Stirling in his duty as post surgeon, 
who, upon being relieved, was directed to comply with 
par. 3, 8. O. No. 264, A. G. O., c. 8. 

Dr. W. E. Rust, A. A. surgeon, December 13 was or- 
dered to report for duty to the commanding officer Camp 


Apache, A. T., relieving Dr. Milan Soule, who, upon be- 
ing relieved, was directed to comply with par. 3, 8. O. 
No.. 264, A, G. O., ¢. 8. 

Upon the arrival of Dr. W. H. Carbusier, A. A. sur- 
geon, at Camp Date Creek, Dr. John La Barre, A. A. 
surgeon, will be relieved from duty thereat, and order- 
ed to report at the headquarters Military Division of 
the Pacific for annulment of contract. 

Fifth Cavalry.—Dr. G. A. Benjamin, A. A. surgeon, 
December 10 was directed to report for duty to the com- 
mauding officer detachment Fiith Cavalry, in the field 
near Camp Verde, A. T., relieving Dr: F. 8. Stirling. 

First Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Edward Hunter, 
regimental quartermaster, December 5 was ordered to 
turn over the property and funds for which he is ac- 
countabie, to Second Lieutenant James Rockwell, Jr., 
and proceed with two hundred cavalry horses to Fort 
Whipple, A. T., to be delivered at that post. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the JourNat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 














VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THe Brooklyn was at Naples November 25. 
Tut Wabash was at Villefranche December 18. 


TuE Powhatan, Richmond and Saugus are still at Nor- 
folk. 

Tue Saugus will be ready for sea about the middle 
of January. 

Tue Juniata is expected to be ready for the officers 
and crew by the 15th of January. 

TuE Richmond is having her copper, knocked off in 
the Delaware, replaced, which is about completed. 

Tun Vanderbilt and Resaca are to be put up at auc- 
tion at the Mare Island Navy-yard early in February. 
Tue officers and crew of the tug Yortune were trans- 
ferred to the Zriana at Washington on the 1st of Janu- 
ary. 

Tue Shenandoah has been visiting the Barbary 
States. She arrived at Malta 29th November, end left 
there December 2 for Athens. 

Tur Wachusett sailed about the 5th of December 
from Villefranche for Barcelona, and the Plymouth De- 
cember 10 for Naples and the East. 

Tue Congress was sent to the Dardanelles, but re- 
fused permission to proceed to Constantinople. The 
latter part of November sho leit tho Dardanelles for 
Beirut. 

THE Wyoming arrived at Key West December 13, and 
sailed the following day for Havana, where she would 
land General Torbert, U. 8. Consul-General, and pro- 
ceed on a cruise to the southward, via Gulf of Florida, 
and visit San Juan (Porto Rico), Samana, San Domingo 
City, Jacqmel,"“Aux Cayes, Port, au Prince, Gonaives, 
Nicola Mole, Santiago de Cuba, and Matanzas, and re- 
turn to Key West. 

CAPTAIN Peirce Crosby has brought to the notice of 
the Navy Department the gallant conduct of Joseph B. 
Noil, a seaman on board the Powhatan, who, on the 26th 
of December, saved the life of J. C. Walton, boatswain 
U.S. Navy, attached to that vessel. Mr. Walton fell 
overboard from the forecastle, and Joseph Noil, who was 
below on the berth deck, hearing the cry of ‘‘ man over- 
board,” ran on deck, took the end of a rope, went over- 
board under the bow, and caught him and held him 
until a boat carne to his rescue. The weather was bit- 
ter cold, with sleet and a blowing gale from the south- 
west, and Mr. Waltham would have perished had it not 
been for Noil’s brave conduct. The Secretary of the 
Navy has ordered tkat a medal of honor be prepared for 
Noil. 

THE flagship Worcester, ironclad Terror, and steamer 
Shawmut were at Key West, Florida, on the 30th of 
December. The Worcester and Shawmut will probably 
go to Havana in January. The Coast Survey steamer 
A. D. Bache was at Key West, Florida, during Christ- 
mas week. The Shawmut, now at Key West, will not 
come North this winter, as anticipated a few weeks 
since, but will remain on duty in the North Atlantic. 
station until the coming summer. : 

A COMMUNICATION from the Shenandoah, dated Mal- 
ta, December 2, 1872, says: “ We shall leave to-day for 
Athens, Smyrna, and Syracuse, arriving at Nice by 
January 1, 1873. We arrived here from the coast of 
Africa, where we visited Tangier, Algiers, and Tunis. 
At the former place visits were exchanged between Cap- 
tain Wells and the government officials, followed by the 
Captain receiving a visit from the Bey, who was re- 
ceived with the usual honors, The English fleet is here, 
and the officers have exerted themselves to make our 
stay as pleasant as possible, and have also made the of- 
ficers of this ship honorary members of their club on 
shore, and gave a reception in honor of our officers, 
which proved a very nice affair.” A later communication 
dated Athens, December 10, says, “ We arrived here from 
Malta this morning. The French and Prussisn squad- 
rons are here. We shall remain about five days and 
then proceed to Smyrna.” 

By the act ut April 16, 1872, the Committees on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds of the House and Senate 
were authorized to receive models for a colossal statue 
of the late Admiral Farragut up to the 1st of January, 
1878, and to select within thirty days thereafter the one 
that, in their judgment, shall be the most faithful like- 
nes3 in form and feature, and the most appropriate to 
commemorate the deeds and character of the deceased 
Admiral. The same act authorizes the Secretary of the 
Navy to contract with the sculptor who shall have prc- 


square, Wasihagton, or in such other place as the 
Secretary may select. Quite a number of models have 
already been received, and the Committees will soon 
proceed to make a selection. 


THE storeship Supply is row ready at the Brooklyn 
Navy-yard, and it is expected will go into commission . 
during this week. The Ossipee, lately returned from the 
Pacific station, is ordered to be got ready for service 
again by the middle of May ; her hull has been examined 
and found in good condition, and her deck has been re- 
moved and her old boilers dislocated preparatory to remov- 
ing them and replacing the same with two new boilers 
which were built for the San Jacinto, lost on the Bahama 
banks during the war. After the new boilers have been 
put in and her engines overhauled, the Ossipee will 
again be prepared for service. Work on the Swatara is 
slowly progressing, and the Guard is in the dry dock 
being made ready to transport goods from the United 
States to the Vienna exhibition in conjunction with the 
Supply in this service. - 

LIEUTENANT 'Irish, of the United States.revenue out- 
ter Moccason, reports to the Secre of the Treasury 
that on the 30th of December he ren assistance tu 
the British brig Altalaska, which was fast in the ice in 
the harbor of Holmes’s Hole. She was towed out and 
placed in safe anchorage. The same steamer on the 28th 
of December rendered assistance to the American brig 
Angeline and schooners Nile and Silas McLoan, all of 
Rockland, from. New York for Boston. These vessels 
had been driven about the harbor of rtown by the 
ice and storm for five days, and on the Moccason coming 
in they set colors for assistance. The schooner Angeline 
lay in a dangerous position, as with the starting of the 
ice she would probably have been driven on the flats. 
The vessels were all towed out of the ice to safe anchor- 
age. 

Last week we published an extract from a despatch from 
Rear-Admiral T. A. Jenkins, commending the gallant ac- 
tion of Lieutenant-Commander D. Cassel in rescuing the 
carpenter’s mate of the Ashuelot from drowning in the 
Peiho river, Chind. The following is Commander Wal- 
lace’s report of the accident and rescue: 


U. 8.8. AsHUELOT, TIENTSIN, CHINA, 
October 14, 1872. 


To Rear-Admiral Thornton A. Jenkins, commanding U. 8. Naval 
Force on Asiatic Station, 

Sir: I have the honer to inform you that during exer- 
cise at general quarters this morning, the carpenter’s mate 
was sent over the side to plug a shot hole; the lanyard to 
the slings was not well secured, and as soon asa strain was 
brought on it, it rendered and he fell overboard. He 
would have been drowned (as he had on a heavy pair of 
cannonslings, tools, etc., which rendered him helpless), 
but for the prompt assistance of Lieutenant-Commander 
Douglas Cassel, who jumped overboard and succeeded 
in getting him on the port quarter-post, and kept him 
there until a beat could be got to them. Mr. u) 
gallant conduct is worthy of the highest praise; had he 
missed the quarter-post they would both have been 
drowned as the current was so strong it would have 
been impossible to have kept afloat, loaded down as chey 
were, long enough to get a boat to them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. R. WALLACE, Commander, Commanding. 


THE Secretary of the Navy has addressed to Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Cassel the following letter in ac- 
knowledgment of the valor and devotion displayed by 
him in the action above reported : 
Navy DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, Jan. 6, 1878, 
sear ~ Segre: armed Douglas Cassel, U. S. 8S. Ashuelot, Asiatic 
Station. 
Sr: I take great pleasure in furnishing you with a 
copy of a despatch, dated the 29th of November last, re- 
ceived by the Department from Rear-Admiral Thornton 
A. Jenkins, commanding the U.S. naval force on the 
Asiatic station ; also with a copy of a report which ao- 
companied it, made to him by Commander R. R. Wal- 
lace, commanding the U. 8. steamer Ashuelot, relative 
to your heroic conduct in saving from drowning the 
carpenter’s mate of that vessel, who fell over inte 
the River Peiho, near Tien-tsin, during exercise at gen- 
eral quarters, 
It is very gratifying to the Department to receive and 
place on its files such evidence of the self-sacrificing 
spirit and devotion of the officers of {the Navy, and any 
acknowledgment which it could make of it would scarce- 


Wy.be so satisfactory to P ivy as the appreciative and 


complimentary letter of 
station. 
This instance of your coolness and courage gives ad- 
ditional lustre to your history as recorded in the offi- 
cial reports of your services in the face of the enemy at 
the capture of the Oorean forts. 
Very respectfully, eto., 

Gro. M. RosEson, Secretary of the Navy. 
THE torpedo-boat at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, which 
was commenced last April in the iron-plating shop, and 
put under construction last July, in the shed where it 
now lies, is rapidly assuming a shape. It is ex- 
pected to have it finished next July, but that will be 
impossible with the number of men now employed on 
it. When this boat was first commenced, w pro- 
gressed quite slowly; but now it is going along more 
smooth and rapid. Its frames are, with the exception 
of a few inside ones, all up; the spar deck beams are be- 
ing put up and the armor backing in the bow is nearly 
finished. The bottom of the boat is plated, riveted, and 
caulked to the bilge, and it is now in a condition termed 
“in its skin.” Its appearance, with the exception of the 
bow, is very fine and the symmetry of its form is equal to 
that of a wooden vessel. The boat is under Naval Oon- 
structor B. F. Delano’s construction, but the immediate 
supervision of the work isin the hands of Mr. Parsells, and 
when it is finished will be one-of the best specimens of 
workmanship done in the yard. The torpedo-boat at tle 
Boston Navy-yard, of the same di as the one at 


e commanding officer of the 





pared the model so selected for the statue at a cost not 





exceeding $20,000, the statue te be erected in Farragut 


dimensions 
the Brooklyn yard, but of plainer build, is we under- 
stand not so far advanced in construction. The Brook- 
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lyn boat has now a of eighty-five men at work upon 
it, which is the Tecieel amber 7o0 enployed for its con- 
struction. 

THE Saranac sailed from San Francisco January 8, cn 
a cruise to the Mexican coast. 

THE Hartford has left Malta, where she underwent 
repairs, en route via the Suez Canal to the Asiatic 
station. 

$18,790,000 is the amount a by the Naval 
yo a mae bill, of which $1,500,000 is for equipment 
of vessels. 

THe Senate has passed the bill authorizing the Court 
of Claims to decide what is honestly due to the family 
. of Admiral Dahlgren, for the use of the Admiral’s in- 


ventions. It will soon come before the House, and it is | W 


hard to see what objection can be made to it. 


A Wasninaton despatch to the Associated Press 
says: “Dr. Ralph V. Aulick, a son of Commodore 
Aulick, died very suddenly at his father’s residence in 
this city some months Be. the family believing at the 
time that he was unmarried. On the following morning 
® young lady employed in the Treasury Department, 
known as Miss Oler, on hearing the announcement of 
his death read from a ne per, fainted, and it was 
soon made known that the deceased was her husband. 
In October lest, the will of the deceased, made in Phila- 
delphia in May lust, was filed in the Probate Court, by 
which he left his property, consisting of ten shares of 
Cincinnati Gas-light Company’s stock, worth nearly 
$30,000, to his widow. The father of the deceased filed 
a caveat to the will, and the Judge ordered that issues 
bo made for trial at the Cireuit Court. The counsel for 
the careators, after preliminary remarks, said that the 
family had come to the conabaaion not to interpose 
further objections to the probate of the will. The coun- 
sel for the widow said that there was now no course to 
take but to obtain a verdict. A jury was accordingly 
sworn, and the issues being read, they returned a ver- 
dict that the testator was of sound mind at the time of 
making the will, and that it was not procured by fraud, 
ar tifice, or undue influence.” 





LOCATION OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


WE commenced publishing in the Jounnat of January 4, and will 
continue until the list is completed, the stations aud duties of naval 
officers, classifying all the officers of one vessel under the heading 
of her name and fleet, or duty, and officers on the same duty will be 
placed under the same heading. This register will be correct as far 
as the date of the naval orders published in the Journat of the 
previous week. The ordets published in the same number as the 
register should be consulted in referring to it. Particular attention 
has nol been given to placing the eflicers according as they number 
in the regular Navy Register. 

NAVY YARDS AND NAVAL STATIONS. 
PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 

Pay Inspector—C. H. Kldredge, em at. 

Navy Yard.—Commodore—J - ©. Howell, commandant; Cap- 
tains—-E. English, executive officer; J. 8. Thornton, navigation 
Gaty Commanders—R. F. Bradford, inspector of ordnance ; C. 
C. Carpenter, equipment duty; T. H. Eastman, assistant; Lieu- 
tenant-Commander—R. S. McCook ; Lieutenant—J. F. Merry; 
Mates—J. 8 a, J. V ad; Pay Director—C. W. Abbott, 
inspector of provisions and clothing ; Pay Inspector—W. W. Wil- 
liams; Asst. Paymaster—Z. T. Brown, pay department; Chief 
Engineer—T. Williamson ; First Asst. Engineer—R. T. Bennett; 
Second Asst, Engineer—J. A Deaver ; Naval Constructor—T. E. 
Webb; Asst. Naval Constructor—P. Hichborn ; Civil Engineer— 
Bb. F. Chandler; Boatswain—J. McCaffery ; Gunner—T. R. Wil- 
son; Carpenter—J. E, Cox. 

BOSTON, MASS. 
» Navy-yard,—Commodore—E. G. Parrott, commandant; Cap- 





tains—E, R. Colhoun, executive officer; 8. B, Luce, equipment 
duty; Commanders—W. T. Truxton, ordnance duty; C. A. Bab- 
cock, navigation duty; Lieutenant-Commanders—F. R. Smith; 


J. R. Bartlett, ordnance duty; F. Wildes, navigation duty ; N. 
M. Dwyer; Lieutenants—H. C. Keene, J. E. Pillsbury; Mates— 
W. L. Gilley, J. Rew, J. Rounsavelle, J. Griffin; Surgeon—A. 8. 
Oberly; Pay Inspector—A. H. Gilman, inspector of provisions and 
clothing; Paymasters—J. A. Smith, G. Plunkett; Asst. Pay- 
» masters—N. Hi. Stavey, asst. to paymaster; J. C. Sullivan; F. 

Hi, Clark, asst. to peapenier of eset and clothing; Chief 

Engineers—T. A. Shock; C. H. Loring, inspector of machine: 

afloat; J.Johnson; First Asst, Engineers—E. J. Whittaker, W. 

D. Smith, W. H. Harris; Naval Constructor—W. L. Hanscom; 

Asst. Naval Constructor--F. L. Fernald ; Civil Engineer—C. Has- 

tings j Chaplaina—W. O Holway; Boatswains—I. T. Choate, J, 

Walker; Gunner—G. Albru; Carpenter—H. M. Griffiths. 

Naval Rendezvous.—Cuptain—G. H. Preble, commanding ; Medi- 
cal Inspector—C. Martin. 
CHELSEA, MASS. 
Naval Hospital.—Medical Director—J. Wilson; Asst, Surreon— 
. A. Corwin. 
Naval Mogazine.—Gunner—E. J. Beacham. 
MALDEN, MASS. 
Nitre Depot.—Commander—J. P. Fyffe. 
NEWPORT, R. I. 
Torpedo Duty —C ders--E. O, Matthews, in charge; G. 
Dewey; Lieutenant-Commanders—B. J. Cromwell, H. L. John- 
son. H. De H. Manly, W. K, Wheeler, G. T. Davis; Lieutenants— 
R. B. Rradford, F. M. Barber, J. J. Hunker, W. Watts, J. P. Mer- 
rill, D. Kennedy, W. H. Parker, E. Woodman, W. McC. Little, 
H. Knox, J. F. Meigs, E. Longnecker, L. D. Webster; Masters— 
H. M. M. Richards, L. G. Palmer, T. C. McClean, B. Noyes, C. 
A. Stone, ©. Seymour, G. W. Tyler; Surgeon—S. F. Shaw; P. 
Asst. Paymaster—G, it. Read. 

renee Nina.—Mates—J. H. Brown, A. P. Bashford, J. 
Hill, W. Jenney, F. Miller, R. Robinson; Second Asst, Engineer 
—G, C. Neikon ; Gunner—W. Burditt. 

NEW LONDON, COXN. 

Commodore—R. Werden, commandant; P. Asst. Paymaster— 
J. R. Carmody; First Asst. Engineer—E. Wels; Boatswain—J. 
A. Selmer; Cu ponter—W. F. Laighton. 

NEW YORK. 

Wavy-yard.—Vice-Admiral—S. C. Rowan, commandant; Cap- 
tains—G. M. Ransom, executive officer; E. Barrett, navigation 
duty; W. D, Whiting, ordnance duty; Commanders—R. Cnand- 
ler, asst. executive officer; M. Haxtun, equipment duty; H. Er- 





ion duty; W. N. Allen, ordnance duty ; Commanders | b0¥8 


Ks 
—C. J. clay, ordnance duty; EK. Hooker, department of yards 
and docks; Master—W. C. Strong, temporary ordnance duty; 
Mates—A. J. Morehouse, J. Wyckotf; Su:geon—A.C. Rhoades; 
Asst. Surgeon—A. Frank; Pay Directors—G. F. Cuter, pay- 
as‘er; J, C. Eldredge, insp ctorof provisions and clothing ; Asst. 
vmaster—J. EF. Cann assistant to insp’c’or, «te.; Chief Engineers 
—W. W. W. Wood, in charge of engineering depart ment ; G. Sewell, 
inspector of machinery float; Kk. Danby, storekeeper engineer d: - 
mag First Asst. Engineers--I. R. McNary, A. J. Kenyon, 
- W, Hollinan; Second Asst. Engineer—J. Brown; Chaplain— 
D. MeL «ren; Naval Constructor—B. F Delano; As:t. Na:aiCon- 
struetors—K. W. es 4 ns ae E poe. 
Stration; .G. equipment duty; A. M. Pome- 
roy; Gunners—J. Re ;J Granger, ordnance duty; T. P. 


ogers; J. R. 
Venable ; Carpenter—J, BE. Anderson ; Sailmsker—D. C. Brayton, 
equipment duty, 
Naval 


Hospilal.~Medical Dureytor~L, J, Williams ; P. Agst, 


: 


Surgeon—J. W. Coles; Asst. Surgeon—E. Evers; Act ng Asst. 


Neroat Zaborary Medical Director—A. A. Henderson; P 
Asst. Surgeon—J. Hi. Kidder ; Asst. Surgeon—B. 8. Mackie. 
Marine Rendezvous.— Director—T. M. Potter; Acst. 


Surgeon—H. Stewart. 
Pay Director J. O. Bradford, paymaster at. 


PA. 
. R. M. Mullany, commandant; 
tive ; ders—R. L. 


W. Low, execu ; 
Law, ripment duty ; GB. White, inepestor of cndmanen 
Glensey, 5. H. Baker, ii. Eimer; Mates _8 yes H 
. H. , H. Elmer ; tes—S. T. C. . H. 
Thorne; Medical P. J. Horwitz; Asst. Surgeon—J. A. 


mM . 
Ca Ww. 


7; Pay 

lothing : Chief 
r of machinery afloat ; 
t Asst. —J.A 


‘sot Engineers —F: 
; Chaplain—E. C. 


dr. ; Civil 
Cops, cordance d se D Bealle, 
ordnance duty; W. Wilsou; s—H. P. 
equipment duty ; DW. Perry ; Sailmaker—J. Stephens. 
Naval Asylum.—Rear- s—M. Smith, governor; J. P. 
Pettit’; OL ~~ % 5 ye —————_ 
ettit ; a —, ven ; ‘ ° 
s Naval 34 tae ee: : bf Ruschenberger ; 
jurgeon—'l. N. Penrose ; jurgeon— . Price. 
Marine Rendezvous.—Medicai Inspectors—J. Suddards, A. L. 
Gihon ; Pay Director—J. R. Rittenhouse. 
Pay Inspector A. W. Russell, paymaster at. 


Ss 
NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


December 31.—Captain Wm. F. Spicer, to command the Terror, 
per steamer of the 18th January. 
, gangens 3.—Sailmaker ‘A. We Cassell, to the Navy-yard, Nor- 
‘o' a. 
JANUARY 4.—Lieutenant-Commander Seaton Schroeder, to the 


Cananda North Atlantic Station. 
Pe aaa - M. Tallman, to the receiving ship Vermont, at New 
ork. 


JaNvARY 6.—Second Assistant Engineer G. E. Driver, to the 
Terror, per steamer of 11th inst. 

January 7.—Commander A. A. Semmes, to the Navy-yard, Pen- 
sacola, Fla., on the 20th inst. as executive. 


DETACHED. 


December 31.—Captain 8. P. Quackenbush, from the Terror, 
proceed e and wait orders. , 

Commander Chas. A. Babcock, from the Navigation department 
at the Navy.yard, Boston, and ordered to command the Guard on 
the 20th January. 

January 2.—Commander Jonathan Young, as chief of staff of 
~ South Atlantic Station, and ordered to proceed nome and wait 
orders. 

JANUARY 3.—Midshipman Henry T. Stockton, from the Laucas- 
ter, and placed on waiting orders. 

Boatswain Herman eters, from the Pawnee, and placed on 
waiting orders. 

Boatswain Ansell Keen, from the Saranac, and ordered to re- 
turn homeand wait orders. 

January 4.—Lieutenant-Commander Horace Elmer, from tem- 

rary duty at the Navy-yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to the 
Naval Station, League Island, Pa. ’ 

January 6.—Second Assistant Engineer J. I. Mickley, from the 
Terror, and ordered to proceed home and wait orders. 

RESIGNED. 

DecEMBER 30.—Cadet Midshipman H. R. Lewis. 

Janvary 3.— Master Samuel Ames, to take effect July 1, 1873. 
Faas Midshipman J. E. Anderson, to take effect January 2, 
1873. 

PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
JAxvary 2.—Commodore R. N. Stembe). from December 27, 1872. 
Medical Director George Maulsby, from December 27, 1872. 


APPOINTED. 
Janvany 3. —William Manning, an acting boatswain in the Na- 
vy, and ordered to the Saranac, North Pacific Station. 
Jaxvary 4.—Edwin Crissey, an acting boatswain. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
JaNnvary 6,—Lieutenant W. J. Moore, granted six monthe’ leave 
of absence from January 6, 1873. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending January 4, 173: 
Charles 8. Young, captain of the after guard, November 30, U. 


S. steamer Tuscarora, Callao, Peru. fl : 
Joun Carr, beneficiary, December 26, Naval Hospital, Philadel- 


Po wg McGuire, landsman, December 28, Naval Hospital, Phil- 
ade. Ae 

Themes Pratt, seaman, December 30, U. 8. steamer Relief, at 
Washington. ‘ 


CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 4 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 


since last memoranda, viz. : 

Janvary 2.—First Lieutenant Aulick Palmer, by direction of 
Navy Department, detached from duty at Brooklyn, Y., Assist- 
ant Quartermaster’s Office, and ordered to report for special duty 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Chas. G. McUawley, superintendent of re- 
cruiting, at Washington, D. C. i 
@Jaxvary 6.—Second Lieutenant H. Clay Fisher, detached from 
Norfolk, Va., Station, and ordered (by rail) to Mare Island, Cal. 

First Lieutenant E. R. Robinson, detached from Annapolis, 
Md., Station, and ordered to duty at Norfolk, Va. ¢ 

Second Lieutenant Edward McCawley, detached from Washing- 
ton, D. C., Barracks, and ordered to report for duty at Annapolis, 
Md. 
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J, LI LONG, U. S. Amy (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 


69 axp 61 Lipeaty StTReEr., 
New Yerk City. 





M -H. BEAUMONT & CO, 
e Room 6, No. 137 Broapway, New York City, 
Advance money on U. 8S. Government salaries, 

Army and Navy officers accommodated, whether permanently or 
temporarily in the city. 


B. KING & CO., BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
. No. 5 WALL 8f., NEW YORK, 
meral Banking business. First-class Securities 
fd on commission. Attention given to the collection 
of Allotments from officers of the Navy and the investment thereof 
in the best securities or interest allowed thereon. Interest on all 


di ts, 
oe Viscant B. Krxe, Hexry W. Miter, 
Member of N. Y. Stock Exch’ge. | Late Lt.-Commander U. 8. Navy. 


S. MILITARY POST LIBRARY A‘ SOCIATION, 
e Headquarters 58 Broadway, New York city. 
ANTED--A DRUM-MAJOR FOR FIFTH REGI- 
MENT Infantry, Maryland National Guard ; to act also 
as janitor of the Armory ts a a 
1200 - Recommendation as to capacit 
Tn a peels « 


racter Freq 
CAPTAIN FRANK X. WARD, 
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SoME discussion has arisen in naval circles recent- 
ly in connection with the examination of officers of 
high rank, in the line of promotion, by the Board of 
Examiners sitting at the Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, in consequence of rather an unusual posi - 
tion taken by an offteer well up on the list, on this 
question. Although, heretofore, many may have 
objected inwardly to appearing before the board 
and andergoing an examination as to their mental 
and professional fitness to perform all their duties 
at sea, and for promotion, no one has been so bold 
as to express himself openly in opposition to the 
practice of requiring officers to submit to such ex- 
amination. It has been customary for the depart- 
ment to order officers, entitled by seniority to pro- 
motion, to present themselves to the board, when it 
was practicable for them to do so, and they were 
questioned and examined by the board in such man- 
ner as to satisfactorily establish their moral, mental, 
and professional fitness for promotion. Under the 
law of April 21, 1864, the board has power to sum- 
mon witnesses and take their testimony under oath, 
and examine all matter on the files and records of 
the department, in relation to any officer whose case 
shall be considered by them. ‘The officer himself 
has the right to be present and to state his case if 
he desire. He is not compelled to appear before the 
board and undergo such criticism and examination 
professionally as the examiners may consider im- 
portant to them in making up their opinion; nor 
can the board or the department exact his presence. 
It is optional with him. 

The board has the files and records of the de- 
partment at hand, and witnesses can be obtained. 
On these, under the law, it must make up its 
opinion, unless the officer choose to appear before 
it in person and submit to an examination. 

It is understood that an officer has recently avail- 
ed himself of the privileges and immunities under 
the law, and declined to subject himself to the scru- 
tiny of the Examining Board, referring it to the 
records and files of the department for evidence of 
his mental and professional fitness for promotion, 
and to the power which it had of taking the tes- 
timony of witnesses and obtaining the opinion of 
those with whom he had sailed and associated. 

It is not supposed that the department or the 
board can object to this course, if an officer prefers 
to pursue it. He does so under authority of law, 
and his declining to appear for examination should 
not in the least prejudice his case. It is his privi- 
lege. 

The character of an officer who has had thirty or 
more years in the service should be well-known to 
the department, to the board, and to the Navy and 
eommunity generally. His professional, moral and 
mental fitness, have within that time been estab- 
lished, or the reverse. There is something repug- 
nant and offensive to the feelings o£ an officer who 
has served his country faithfully and efficiently, in 
peace and war, for a long period, to be required to 
submit himself to an examination as to his qualifi- 
cations for promotion to a position of which he 
should not be deprived, and to which his service 
should clearly entitle him. 





Our correspondent “Sadowa,” who writes this 
week in reply to the letter from General SHERMAN, 
which we published December 7, does not by any 
means agree with the General on the question raised 
by our former correspondent, “ B,” as to the “ intel- 
lectual inactivity of the Army:” and with all re- 
spect to the General-in-Chief, we cannot but think 
that his pride in the service of which he is the head, 
has misled him in regard to its actual condition in 
some respects. Our correspondent, who is an edu- 
cated officer of large experience, is most decidedly 
of the opinion that General SHERMAN’s relations to 
the Army are not such as to give him the best op- 
portunity for observing it in its every-day charac- 
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ter, What that character is he undertakes to show ; 
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and as it is a question of fact, and not one of senti- 

ment, and of facts within the observation of all the 
officers in the field, they will be able to judge better 
than we in New York, and better even than General 
SHERMAN in Washington, as to what the truth 
really is. We are satisfied, from the testimony of 
this correspondence, as well as from our own obser- 
vation, that our Army is not, as a whole, alive to the 
subject of education, though we hope that there is 
a tendency to improvement in this respect. That 
we may hasten that improvement is our only mo- 
tive for publishing these communications. When 
we speak of education, we mean something more 
than the mere storing of the mind with facts ; 
we mean all that mental and moral training—that 
manly development, which comes from the effort on 
the part of an officer to elevate the character and 
increase the efficiency of the military service, by 
making sure in his own person that there is one in- 
different and idle officer the less. Capacity for exer- 
tion does not come at one’s bidding ; it must be de- 
veloped by the unremitting exercise of one’s faculties 
in some form of useful effort; and the country and 
the Army have aright to ask that each officer shou!d 
concern himself with the duties as well as the priv- 
ileges which go with his commission. 





WE are happy to be able this week to present to 
our readers the first of a number of articles on the 
torpedo, by the distinguished engineer Captain 
Joun Ericsson. ‘The subject is one which now com- 
mands the attention of all who are most interested 
in naval constructions, and, treated as it will be in 
these papers bya strong, practical and original mind, 
it will certainly receive fresh illumination whatever 
opposition the writer’s views may excite. The ques- 
tion of submarine attack is the most impurtant 
amongst those which to-day engage the attention of 
military and naval circles, Its solution involves 
the total revolutionizing of naval warfare. The 
success of attack below the armor of the otherwise 
invincible iron-clad means the end of naval attack 
against harbors and roadsteads. It relegates our 
navies to the position they held long before the 
Monitor was built. Naval vessels become mere 
cruisers, whose only chance of glory is to be obtain- 
ed from attacks on merchantmen on the high seas 
or naval duels wherein is involved no issue of essen- 
tial importance. 








Ir may be of interest, if not of importance, to 
commanding officers of vessels of war to know that 
the mere fact of a vessel of war being in charge of a 
pilot does not, in the opinion of the Navy Depart- 
ment, exempt them from blame where damage re- 
sults from collision or otherwise. It is considered 
highly essential when a vessel is passing through a 
narrow channel, or under way in a locality where 
collisions are liable to occur, or where danger is ap- 
prehended, that either the commanding officer him- 
self, or the executive officer, or the navigator, should 
be on deck for the purpose of directing the course of 
the vessel through the pilot. The officer of the deck 
has all the necessary duties of the vessel to look 
after, and it is not expected that he can also dis- 
charge those which appertain to the other officers 
named, 








GENERAL BArky is not disposed to allow the 
Artillery School to rest under the imputations 
which he thinks are conveyed in the letter of a cor- 
respondent published December 19, and we give 
place here with pleasure to the General’s correction 
of the statements to which he objects: 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY SCHOOL, U. S. A., 
Fort Monrog, VA., Jan. 6, 1873, 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir : Giving your correspondent “C., Fort H., Decem- 
ber 19, 1872” (issue of January 4, 1873) full credit for 
his laudable desire to improve the professional attain- 
ments of officers of artillery, and concurring heartily in 
some of his arguments to that end, I cannot but regret 
that he has impaired the force and value of his paper by 
falling into some grave errors of statement. 

I ask a small space in your columns to make an ez 
cathedra correction of only such of those errors as refer 
to the Artillery School. 

Your correspondent states: “At the Artillery School, 
it is true some attempt has been made tv provide a sys- 
tem of drill for the new guns and carriages, but these 
are published without authority of the War Depart- 
ment, and do not circulate beyond the S -hool itself.” 

To this I beg to state that, under my direction and 
by authority of the War Department and the General of 
the Army, complete drills haye been prepared for every 


new piece of ordnance, carriage, or artillery machine 
that has been introduced into our service, and for which 
a suitable drill has not been provided in the heavy or 
light artillery tactics. These drills are corrected and 
amended from time to time as alterations are made in 
ordnance material. They are printed by the press of 
the School; they are studied and practised at the 
School; and every field-officer, every captain, and con- 
siderably more than one hundred lieutenants of the five 
regiments of artillery have been furnished with a copy. 
Copies have also been furnished to many officers of en- 
gineers and of ordnance. 

I think I am safe in asserting that there is not an ar- 
tillery post unsupplied with at least one copy of a print- 
ed drill for every piece of ordnance that is there in po- 
sition. 

Your correspondent further states—as something that 
would appear to be now unattainable—“‘ we want to 
know all about our own guns; we want to know all 
about the guns we will have to meet in a foreign war ; 
we want to know wherein ours are superior. aud why ; 
what, if any, foreign guns are superior to ours, and 
why ?” To this I beg to reply that all of these things 
are taught at the Artillery School, and very thoroughly 
taught; and if any officer “wants to know” about 
them after he has completed his one year course of 
instruction at the Artillery School, I can only say that 
he has sadly neglected his opportunities for informa- 
tion, and that the fault must be his, and not that of the 
Artillery Scheol. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, although I am certain that 
officers of artillery, in common with “the rest of man- 
kind,” have much to learn, I cannot subscribe to what 
seems to be the belief of one or two of your correspond- 
ents that they are so densely ignorant. 

Wu.11am F. Barry, 
Colonel Second Artillery, Brevet Major-General U.8. A., 
Commanding the Artillery School. 





GENERAL HANoocK has received a most cordial 
welcome to New York, which he has selected as his 
headquarters in preference to Philadelphia. A very 
brilliant reception was given in his honor, on Wed- 
nesday evening last, at the Army and Navy Club, 
the parlors of which were crowded, although the 
evening was anything but propitious for such a 
gathering, the rain falling during the early part, 
and the travel in the streets being still uncomforta- 
ble on account of the recent fall of snow. The 
rooms were profusely decorated with flowers, and a 
fine supper was provided in the dining-room. The 
room was brilliant with uniforms, and it was not 
until after two o’clock that the last guest departed 
regretfully from the Club House. General Han- 
cock is in fine health and spirits, and has gained 
much in flesh during his service at the West. 











WE are reliably informed that the subject of 
tactics for the three arms of the service is now under 
consideration at Washington, and that in a short 
time the cause of present complaints in this matter 
will be removed. 








SEVERAL weeks ago we referred to an article in 
the London.Broad Arrow, drawing a comparison be- 
tween our Navy and that of England. Oar re- 
marks, our readers may remember, were not alto- 
gether in agreement with the views of our London 
contemporary ; certainly they were not in the same 
line. It is therefore only fair that we should allow 
the latter the opportunity we this week give it of 
presenting its argument in the JoURNAL. The ar- 
ticle of the Broad Arrow we copy in full in another 
column, and whatever value it may have will be 
thus readily discovered. Our Navy surely deserves 
criticism, especially in its constructional depart- 
ment, and its insufficiency for a great nation we 
should be the last to deny; but we think that the 
British navy deserves more for the stupidity and 
stolidity it has shown in regard to improvement in 
naval architecture, and the aversion it has always 
displayed from change, even when change meant 
advance. It is safe to say that England has contrib- 
uted very little to the stock of original ideas in na- 
val science, although we cannot too highly com- 
mend the perfection of its steam machinery and the 
strength and honesty of its constructions on estab- 
lished models. The arguments of our contem- 
porary in favor of a strong navy we certainly do 
not dispute, but commend them to Congressional 
attention. 








EHA. The Princess In, Madame Bisnor, is now 
spoken of as the probable successor to the King. And 
there is, by the way, @ bit of romance connected with 
her name which we have not seen referred to, She 
is the daughter of one of the principal chiefs of the 
Sandwich Islands, and was ia her early days be- 
loved by, if not betrothed to, the late King. She 
rejected his suit, however, and the throne, in favor 
of a young American named BisHor. Previous to 
his death the King offered to appoint her his suc- 
cessor, but the offer was refused. It would seem, 
though, from the reports that she is likely to suc- 
ceed him after all. She is a woman of high per- 
sonal character, and as her husband is an Ameri- 
can, we shall have no reason to regret her accession 
to the throne, if it should take place. 


THE death of the ex-Emperor NAPOLEON at Chic- 
elhurst, which took place on Thursday, is an event 
that must have an important influence on the politi- 
cal situation in France. Exactly what that influ- 
ence will be, whether favorable to the continuance 
of the republic under M. Turers or not, it is too 
early to discuss, but it seems probable that it will 
have the effect of strengthening the hold of the Pre- 
sident upon his position, The news of the death of 
the Emperor comes to us too late to admit of our 
undertaking at this writing any estimate of his 
character and career, but both are so well known that 
perhaps it is only necessary for us now to record the 
fact of the passing away of one of the most impor- 
tant personages of the century. 














A very pleasant dinner party assembled et the Army 
and Navy Club last Saturday evening, to share a “ hasty 
plate of soup” with General Jeff. C. Davis, Colonel of 
the Twenty-third Infantry, who has been ordered away 
from New York, much to the regret of the many friends 
he leaves behind him. A very pleasant interchange of 
compliments occurred during the evening between Gen- 
eral Henry Prince, who presided over the dinner, and 
General Davis, the guest of the evening. General 
Prince expressing on behalf of the gentlemen who had 
extended the invitation to General Davis, their regret 
that the fortune of war was taking him from them. Be- 
sides Generals Davis and Prince, the following gentle- 
men were present at the dinner: Generals W. W. 
Averill, W. W. Burns, H. E. Davies, Jr., M. McMahon, H. 
B. Clitz, Alex. Shaler, and Lloyd Aspinwall; Colonels 
Knox, Tracey, Jr., Hildt, R. F. O’Beirne, McMillan, R. 
Watts, F. Wrisley; Major Wilson; Captain McCarty, 
Commanders W. N. Kirkland and Weld N. Allen, U. 8. 
Navy. 





THE House Appropriation Committee has resolved 
to add a section to the Naval bill, lengthening the term 
of study at the Naval Academy from four to six years, 
most of the additional two years to be spent at sea. This 
will prevent the increase in the number annually grad- 
uated, which would have resulted from the operation of 
the new Apportionment law. The increased cost is es- 
timated at $30,000 per annum. General Sherman has 
succeeded in convincing the committee that the Army 
will, as we have already shown, absorb any increase in 
the number of graduates resulting from the apportion- 
ment, twenty second lieutenants having been appointed 
last year from civil life. Hence the term of study at 
the Military Academy will not be lengthened. 











A DESPATCH from London, January 2, informs us that 
the Russian Government has, with the greatest frank- 
ners, communicated to the Government of Great Britain 
its plans for the campaign in Central Asia, and offered 
to allow British officers to accompany the troops in 
their operations. 
BILL is before Coz to set a the mili 
ieee on the Inland of Muckingo as a preset 


park, to be under the absolute control of the Secretary 
of War. 


Mn. HAWLEY of Illinois bas introduced a bill repeal- 
ing the law prohibiting promotions and new appoint- 
ments in the Staff Corps of the Army. 




















Senator Anthony, of Rhode Island, has offered a 
resolution directing the Secretary of the Navy to enter 
into a contract with the New York and Brooklyn Im- 


provement Company for the lease and improvement of the 


: swamp and overflowed 
Ir seems that General ScHOFIELD has gone out Mirpeend. Tn consideration of Gs cagaeliaaen a8 


ds connected with Brooklyn 


to the Sandwich Islands in the California, which $500,000 the company is to have the use of the lands 
sailed from San Francisco last week. He goes by|and docks for fifty years. 


permission of the President, on account of his health, 


his counsel. So we shall have two sound heads at 


he having been quite sick of late, and is to render received at the War 
Rear-Admiral PENNOCK any assistance he can by | Lieutenant-Colonel James H. Carleton, Fourth Cavalry, 








A TELEGRAM from General Augur, in Texas, has been 
t, reporting the death of 
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THE CLOSING DAYS ABOUT RICHMOND. 


Il. THE CAVALRY CORPS IN THE. DEATH. THROE OF THE 
REBELLION. 


BY AN OFFICER OF THE CORPS. 


Fripay morning, March 31, dawned with weather no 
more promising. Sheridan and Crook had again passed 
a night at their headquarters in the old Dinwiddie tavern. 
Custer with his whole force was still at work extricat- 
ing and pushing forward the necessary trains, while the 
remaiuder of the cavalry corps under Devins, was dis- 
posed in a threatening attitude toward the enemy, who 
were defending the Southside railroad. Crook main- 
tained the communication with the infantry of the Ar- 
my, and watched the country to the left and west of the 
court-house. 

The scouts this morning confirmed the news of the 
whereabouts of that main part of the rebel cavalry who 
before the opening of the campaign were encamped near 
Stony Creek Station, on the Petersburg and Weldon 
railroad. Stony Creek is a tributary of the Nattaway 
river, and runs in a southeasterly direction through Din- 
widdie county. oy Creek is a deep and swift stream, 
at most seasons of the year hardly furdable for horse- 
men. The railroad bridge across it had been destroyed 
by the Union troops during the winter, but the station 
at that point had been reoccupied by the rebels. and 
used as a depot for supplies, whence they were wagoned 
around the lines of the Union army, and by the Boyd- 
town plankroad to Petersburg. Along this route, too, 
was the main telegraph and mail communication to 
Weldon and other important points south. It was at 
this convenient location that Lee had established his 
principal cavalry camps, which at the same time served 
as a strong corps of observation aguinst any expedition 
of Union troops toward North Carolina. A movement 
of this character was, indeed, every day becoming more 
likely, as Sherman was steadily advancing northward. 

The sudden movement of Grant’s armies to the west, 
with the stormy weather, which while a serious cause of 
delay in other respects, had swollen these streams in the 
rear, had prevented the annoyance of reconnvitring 
parties from this force of the enemy, and had completely 
severed this cavalry at Stony Creek from Lee. 

To rejoin or communicate with him, therefore, a long 
detour was necessary to the west of Dinwiddie court- 
house, occupying with the condition of the roads at this 
time more than a day’s march. 

Of this campaign it has been aptly remarked that 
Grant commanded his own and Lee’s army. It appears, 
then, that the performance of this tedious and uninter- 
esting march was the duty assigned by Grant as the 
most convenient employment for the rebel cavalry while 
his own dispositions were being completed. This force, 
however, did not consist of more than a division, so 
much cavalry some time previously having been sent by 
Lee to harass the march of Sherman in North Carolina, 
But by Friday morning this command had arrived along 
Chamberlain's creek, a small run west of the court-house, 
tributary to Stony creek, and in a position to co-operate 
with the enemy in the vicinity of Five Forks. 

Early Friday morning, also, Warren’s corps moved to 
concentrate near a locality known as Butler’s house on 
the plankroad, not far from its intersection by the Qua- 
ker road, which latter highway leads direct to the 
White Oak road and thence to the coveted Southside or 
Lynchburg and Petersburg railroad. (See map.) The 
heavy storm which had beea annoying our Army seemed 
to have spent its force, and during the forenoon the sun 
essayed its assistance in our bebalf and shone quite 
pleasantly. 

The Fifth corps under Warren, with Ayres’s division 
leading, were by ten o’clock ready to advance, and 
moved to dislodge the enemy,and to gain the White 
Oak road already mentioned. If successful in this en- 
deavor, the enemy at Five Forks and in front of Sheri- 
dan, in order to maintain his communication and co-op- 
peration with the forces about Petersburg, would have 
been compelled to withdraw at least to the north side of 
Hatcher’s Run—-which is here a narrow crooked stream, 
with rugged and densely wooded banks. This was em- 
phatically what is termed in military parlance a “ diffi- 
cult country.” After making their way through marshy 
pines and thick forests, over swampy ditches or across 
uncertain quicksands, the lines of the infantry pushed 
forward with some skirmishing, and found the rebels 
well posted before the desired road was reached. 

Here, now, was likely to be a battle; but how much 
of a one was ever fought will probably never be known, 
unless described by some one of its actual participants. 
The enemy’s warm reception broke our advance, and it 
gave way in confusion. Taking instant advantage of 
this away dashed the enemy from his field-works with 
an exhibition of that old esprit, which in times gone by 
—as at Malvern Hill—had fluaog its impetuous battalions 
before our lines, But now they were successful and 
swept everything before them. Our men found them- 
selves retracing their steps with greater alacrity than 
convenience. 

A fell back on Crawford, and his division in turn 
on Griffin. Even before some of the troops had yet moved 
to perform the part assigned to them in the day’s opera- 
tiens, and while they still rested in bivouac, the rebels 
interfered with their domestic comforts. As thongh 
wanting breath for further pursuit or astonished at their 
snecess, after driving the Fifth corps back to the Boyd- 
town plankroad, the pursuit was discontinued. The 
scenes of this morning are related as disgraceful. There 
was little artillery used and after the first few volleys of 
attack, there was one impetuous retreat to the music of 
a pattering skirmish fire, with now and then a round of 
musketry as its only redeeming feature. As remarked 

by general officers high in command at the time, the 
seemed to be lost to all sense of influence and au- 
ty of their officers. 

* The causes of this unfortunate affair must be songht 
for among those of the inexplicable panics which some- 
times seize and control large bodies of men, and of which 
in this as in other wars there are in the history of both 
armies examples for the study of the philosopher. 


Great anxiety would now be cast over the operations 
of the Army ; but General Humphreys, who was com- 
manding the Second corps on the immediate right of the 
Fifth, on learning the position of affairs sent Miles’s di- 
vision to attack the enemy in flank. Scarcely then had 
the pursuit ceased before this was vigorously under- 
taken, and the rebels in their turn were driven back 
again to the woods. . 

The Fifth corps, too, were soon again rallied and ad- 
vanced, Griffin’s division this time leading. The ground 
lost in the morning was reoccupied; the works where 
the enemy in force were first encountered most gallant- 
ly charged and captured; and one of the objects of the 
day’s operations accomplished by the occupation of a 
position on the White Oak road. 

Meanwhile, however, with a quick appreciation of 
their temporary advantage over the Fifth corps, the 
rebels had turned their attention to Sheridan, and with 
a strong force of light infantry under Pickett attempted 
to discover an assailable point on his lines, if the spider- 
legged position of the cavalry corps at this time, with 
detachments, patrols, guards and picket posts in every 
5 a with propriety can be said to have formed a 
“line. 

During the morning General Devins’s division was 
moved furward in order to obtain possession of Five 
Forks. Davie’s brigade too, of Crook’s division, had 
been sent to his support, and posted to the west of the 
road leading from Dinwiddie to Five Forks, in order to 
defend the fords over Chamberlain’s creck. The remain- 
der of Crook’s division watched the crossings of this and 
Stony creek further to the south and west. General 
Gibbs’s brigade* remained on the main road about two 
miles from tho court-house, while Devins with his re- 
maining two brigades under Stagg and Fitzhugh 
pushed on for Five Forks. 

General Thomas C. Devins is most emphatically a self- 
made man. Before the war he was quite prominently 
connected with the militia in New York, and he entered 
the service us colonel at the head of the Sixth regiment 
Now York volunteer cavalry. His command was long 
known in the Army of the Potomac as one of the few 
cavalry regiments which in the earlier campaigns of that 
Army, could be deemed thoroughly reliable. It was 
held in the highest esteem by the late General John 
Buford, between whom and General Devins there grew 
up a strong mutual respect and attachment. While 
under General Buford’s command Devins was frequently 
recommended for promotion, but the unfortunate death 
of the former—than whom no cavalry general ever asso- 
ciated with the Army of the Potomac was ever held in 
higher estimation—prevented the subject from being 
pressed at an opportune moment. Devins continued as 
colonel to command a brigade of cavalry until near the 
expiration of his first three years’ term of service, when 
he was ordered home with his regiment on “ veteran fur- 
lough.” He had been constantly in the field, and had 
rendered most valuable services in many campaigns, as 
the official reports record; but his native modesty 
served to make him probably less known in the Union 
Army than to the rebels against whom he so frequently 
fought. Although having served with the same rank 
for three years, with a true patriotism he re-enlisted 
with his regiment for the war. He attracted the notice 
of Sheridan early in the first Virginia campaigns of that 
officer and after the battle of Wiuchester he was deputed 
to bear to the War Department some trophies of the 
victory. 

Shortly after presenting the captured colors he re- 
ceived his first promotion in an appointment as brevet 
brigadier-general, the Secretary of War taking pains at 
the same time to express his regret that there was not 
just then a vacancy of a full brigadiership to which he 
might be appointed. Not long afterward, however, he 
received the appointment, and at the close of the last 
campaign was brevetted major-general. 

His biunt soldierskip, sound judgment, his prompt 
and skilful dispositions for battle, his long period of ac- 
tive service, his bull-dog tenacity, and his habitual reli- 
ability fully entitled him to the sobriquet among bis 
officers and soldiers as the old “ war horse,” “ Sheridan’s 
hard hitter,” and the like. 

General Devins found the force opposing him near Five 
Forks to consist of infantry as well as cavalry. With 
some dismounted regiments our men slowly forced their 
way over the broken country adjoining the road, though 
not without some loss, until they reached the cross-roads. 
But he was not allowed to remain taere undisturbed. 

The rebels moved south along Chamberlain’s creex in 
southerly direction, and seemed desirous of crossing and 
thus to turn our left. They attempted it in front of 
Davies’s brigade; but as he had a gallant regiment in 
front of them armed with “ seven-shooters”’} this effort 
was at first unsuccessful. Now their cavalry tried to 
force a crossirg in front of Smith’s brigade, posted lower 
down the stream. But this resultless skirmishing did 
not suit some of our high-spirited troopers. Those in 
this portion of the field belonged to that command f 
which was not detached with other cavalry from the 
Army of the Potomac to serve in the valley of the Shen- 
andoah with Sheridan, and after the glorious conquests 
of their comrades in this beautiful country, the reunion 
of the commands at this time produced a generous rival- 
ry which was highly inspiriting. Here an opportunity 
for a handsome “ dash” presented itself. Certainly the 
enemy could not have infantry so distant from their main 
lines at Petersburg, and so liable to be completely cut off 
from communication therewith at any time by our caval- 
ry; and should they have only cavalry in front of us what 
do we care for that? So thought some gallant fellows 
who sought and obtained authority to cross «nd atteck. 
A battalion of the Second New York mounted rifles un- 
der Major Chadbourne (of the First Maine cavalry), 
boldly forded the creek in the face of the rebel skirmish- 
ers, scattering or capturing them; and charging vigor- 
ously up the road thought theirs an easy victory; when 





* First division ( Devins). 
| Repeating rifles. 





} Second cavalry division. 


lo! the little band came upon a“ hornet’s nest.” The 
woods about them were alive with rebel infantry who 
considered them a sure and easy capture. Major Chad- 
bourne was seriously wounded and with others fell into 
the hands of the enemy; but the remainder cut their 
way back again with the important information gained 
by the exploit, while the rebel cavalry rallied and in 
their turn now followed our men in pursuit. They 
were allowed to cross, and when fairly over were very 
seriously handled, losing Colonel Savage and other lead- 
ing officers and many men, and were driven back again 
in great confusion. 

By this time the rebel infantry in front of the Fifth 
corps were moving in strong force through Five Forks 
and toward the left of Sheridan’s lines. Again the 
crossing where Davies was posted was vigorously at- 
tacked end as stoutly defended. But the stream was 
fordable, and soon both above and below him on the 
right and on the left of his line, this gallant little officer 
found the rebel infantry pouring across the creek. 

Meanwhile Devins had been obliged to retire from 
his advanced position on the White Oak road, and was 
assuming a line to protect himself as well as the right 
flank of Davies. Devins, too, now found rebels on three 
sides of him. Which way should he face? On what 
plan was he required to fight? His orders did not cover 
the present emergency and his military education in- 
duced him always to fight unless positive instructions 
contemplated otherwise. 

Having only at that point the two brigades of Fitz- 
hugh and Stagg, Devins posted them across the main 
road from Dinwiddie to Five Forks, and assumed a line 
from Gravelly Run on the right to Davies’s brigade on 
the left, giving orders to hold these positions, and send- 
ing his lass unoccupied staff officer to inform General 
Merritt or General Sheridan of the state of affairs. Dev- 
ins himself, now accompanied by only one orderly, gal- 
loped down the main road after his other brigade under 
General Gibbs which had been left in the rear as a re- 
serve. Pistt, pistt, pistt, greeted his ears as he rode 
hastily by and heeded not the deadly “ minies.” 

Soon, however, a stern voice directly in front com- 
manded ‘ Halt, thar; surrender you d—— Yankee e 
not addressing him by his official title. But the veteran 
‘‘ War Horse” was not yet ready to surrender. Quick- 
ly wheeling his horse he spurred beyond the temporary 
jurisdiction of his rebellious countryman, regardless of 
the harmless bullets which followed him, and returned 
to the immediate direction of the troops he had just 
posted. It must have been a delightful reflection to ap- 
preciate that every avenue of communication between 
the main army and his little band of troopers was occu- 
pied in force by rebel infantry. Is it a wonder that 
many men become prematurely gray in war ? 

Davies, with his regiment dismounted, had made a 
gallant stend against overwhelming numbers; but had 
been obliged to give way, and he was now retiring by 
the right flank, and approaching Dovins’s command. An 
aide had succeeded in conveying orders to General Dev- 
ins to move all the detached force then with him across 
the country to the plankroad by which he should 
march to Dinwiddie and assist the cavalry there en- 
gaged. This was indeed the only movement left for 
these troops, and orders for its execution were being an- 
ticipated by their commanders. Yet it was byno means 
an easy task slowly and orderly to withdraw from the 
immediate front of a successful enemy, well disciplined 
and equipped—for indeed these troops were the flower 
of Lee’s army—a dismounted cavalry force out of am- 
munition, wearied from several hours’ severe fighting, 
shaken by the loss of officers and encumbered in a thick 
and broken country with an unwieldy crowd of “ lead 
horses.” 

It may be interesting to unmilitary readers to say 
that these “lead horses” form a most important feature 
in our cavalry warfare. When a command is obliged to 
dismount, which frequently occurs in wooded country, 
every fourth man remains mounted to care for four 
horses. Under a subordinate officer the horses are then 
located in an open field, if possible, sheltered from the 
fire and observation of the enemy, and where the animals 
will be liable to no sudden panic. Of course with any 
considerable change in the relative positions of the 
troops these horses must be moved to correspond, au op- 
eration often extremely hazardous. Soon this memor- 
able day to manceuvre these masses of led horses for 
miles across a thickly wooded country without any de- 
fined roads, was no inconsiderable task. Did yor ever 
ride one horse and at the same time lead two or three 
others? Try it ina grove of young trees; imagine an 
enemy in clese pursuit, when, consequently you are 
rather hurried you may feel well assured that if two of 
the animals go with you to the left of a tree, the other 
two will inevitably choose the opposite side. Under 
these circumstances is it not quite likely that you would 
feel some solicitude and perhaps yield to profanity ? 
Perhaps not. Yet I do opine that this was one of the 
chief causes which has led to the reputation to cavalry- 
men expressed in the popular belief that the highest per- 
fection of profane accomplishment is “to swear like a 
trooper.”? Well! on this day horses and trees were se- 
riously intermingled. Moreover, the saddles were filled 
with blankets, overcoats, rations, satres, forage, * nick- 
nacks,” and all tho paraphernalia appertaining to a cam- 
paigner; while the uncertain paths were occasionally 
obstructed by rail fences. These were among the im- 
pedimenta. Butin the lines of rebel soldiers who main- 
tained a continual fire, and whom our dismounted men 
were endeavoring to keep at a respectful distance, there 
were strong powers of acceleration. 

The results of the retreat were various—depending 
in many instances on the temper and disposition of the 
“fourth man” who led the horses, as well as on the 
judgment of officers; but on the whole highly credit- 
able to all concerned. Few horses not shot, were lost, 
and the enemy gained no very material advantage in 
the pursuit. On the contrary the rebels seemed much 
perplexed by the stubbornness and fertility of resource 
| siegeagen by the three brigades ef Davies, Fitzhugh and 
Stagg, which toward evening reached the plankroad in 
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tolerably good order. Ere this, however, the enemy had 
desisted from the pursuit for reasons about to be men- 
tioned. 

These operations were by no means the chief among 
those of the battle of Dinwiddie. Indeed this scene was 
distant from the court-house itself. A few weeks pre- 
viously, too, a skirmish did take place directly at the 
court-bouse, while the present conflict occurred chiefly 
about the country to the north and west of the village 
proper. Hence, for the sake of history, this engagement 
should be distinguished as the battle of Dinwiddie. 


(To be continued.) 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘The Editor of the Army AND Navy JourNAL dves not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in eommunica- 
tons publishel under this head. ILis purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 














SUMNER’S RESOLUTION, 


Putt off the tags 

Which tell of the fields of carnage and strife ; 
Tear up the “rags” 

That, tattered and torn, to the country gave life; 
Remember not, 

Ye nation of soldiers, the honors you won, 
Tis a foul blot 

On the happiest country under the sun! 


Knock down the stones 

That show us the graves where many hearts lie; 
Dig up the bones, 

And scatter their dust to the wind, far and nigh! 
Tear off your weeds 

Fond widow and mother, they’re odious to all 
Whose trait’rous deeds 

Turned peace into hatred, and love into gall. 


Blot out the name 

Of “ Gettysburg,” “ Malvern,” “ Bull Run,” and 

* Shiloh ”"— 

Mere baubles of fame 

Which carry sad thoughts t» the hearts of the foe! 
Call back the men 

That have gone from the ranks to the heavenly shore ; 
Tell them again 

- Their service is counted as naught—nothing more! 
January 1, 1873. me 


INTELLECTUAL INACTIVITY OF THE ARMY. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: There are but few oflicers in our service pro- 
bably whose attention has not been drawn to the article 
in the JoURNAL of Nov. 30th on the “Intellectual In- 
activity of the Army,” and to the prompt and forcible 
letter of General Sherman’s in the following number of 
the JOURNAL, defending the officers of the Army from 
the charges laid at their door. Weare to be congratu- 
lated that we have a chief with tongue so eloquent, with 
pen so facile, and a readiness to employ either or both 
to repel any insinuation against the fair fame of his 
subordinates. But after a careful reading and re-reading 
of the letter of your correspondent ‘“‘B,” and the reply 
of General Sherman thereto, will not the unbiassed 
judgment of the majority of your readers, of those who 
are conversant with the facts and are willing to look 
upon the questions raised with impartial eyes, be, that 
regretting that it is so, yet the allegations contaiied in 
“B’s” communication are unfortunately but too true. 

Both communications relate to the Army as it stands 
to-day. General Sherman particularly speaks of the 
officers that now compose our regular Army. I am well 
aware that the world at large will accept any statement 
emanating from General Sherman upon any question 
affecting the Army as undoubtedly correct, and so far 
as forming or controlling public opinion is concerned, it 
would be idle for any anonymous writer, no matter 
how correct his views, to attempt to controvert opinions 
appearing over the signature of our respected Chief. 
Like him, however, I do not write this for you or your 
correspondent “ B,” nor for the public at large. If through 
this communication the serious, thoughiful attention of 
officers of the Army, particularly the younger ones, can 
be brought to the question of intellectual inactivity, I 
will have accomplished wy purpose and feel that I have 
rendered a worthy act. 








I make nv accusation, as one who claims to be 
“holier than thou.” Whether defects or regretful 
influences exist among the officers, I shall not 


ple:d freedom from them, but simply, as one of the 
two thousand and more officers of our gallant little 
Army, desire to look the question raised squarely in the 
face and inquire whether or not there is not too much 
foundation for the charges against which our Chief in 
his generous ardor would defend us. I know my asser- 
tion will encounter contradiction when I state that, 
granting that the evils complained of by “ B” exist, the 
General of the Army is not in a position, nor does he 
enjoy facilities tor becoming aware of this fact. When 
he, either on a tour of inspection or from motives of 
pleasure, tees fit to visit any military command or post, 
his coming is not unannounced, as would be that of 
your correspondent “ B,” or whoever else might be dis- 
posed to study, unnoticed, the hxbits ond daily employ- 
ments of our officers. But the vi-it of the General of 
the Army to any military post in the United States is 
an affair of too great moment to be passed as of every 
day occurrence. Such an event, or its forewarning, is 
the signal for every individual at the post, from the 
commanding officer down to the humblest private, to 
study the art of good behavior, if they never did be- 
fore, and how to present to the quick eye of their mili- 
tary head the best appearance powsible. It is impossible 
almost that he should ever be allowed to see the officers 
of a post in dishabille, to so speak, or under circum- 


stances other than those resulting from special fore- 
thought and preparation. To deny this would be to 
deny that unmeasurable respect and esteem which is not 
only his due from all subordinates, but which is both 
their pleasure and duty to proffer. Again, he meets 
them at public assemblies, where, perhaps, a certain clas 
only appear, or he is brought in contact with individuals 
who, on leave or temporary dutty at the Capitol, call in 
due form to pay their respects. Under either and all 
of these circumstances he sees them in their best dress, 
physically, morally, and intellectually. Can it be claimed 
that these means of observation are favorable to a just 
determination of the influences which are made to sur- 
round the daily life of our officers? If the General cf 
the Army would be informed of the other side of an 
officer’s life after seeing him on dress occasions, let him, 
not as General cr Chief, but as a subaltern, take up his 
station at almost any one of our military posts, east, 
west, north, or south, but more particularly at one of our 
frontier posts; let him, except for the comparatively few 
minutes each day devoted to his military duties, pass 
his days, and often his nights, in the officers’ room ut 
the sutler’s store, where nine out of ten of the officers 
usually congregate; let him become the constant com- 
panion of the officers of the garrison in their quarters, 
on and off duty, and he will most surely become con- 
vinced of the strict accuracy of “B’s” statement, that. 
“the officer who, upon entering the service, closes his 
book and devotes the remainder of his life to the acqui- 
sition of ignorance, content to rest his claims to honor 
and distinction upon the fact that he is a graduate, is 
unfortunately too common inour’Army.” “ Itis safe to 
say that a majority of the graduates abandon all study 
on leaving the Academy, thenceforth making no effort 
to advance in any branch of knowledge.” These quota- 
tions practically apply to both graduates and non- 
graduates. ‘ 

Again is the experience of the General of the 
Army at fault as enabling him to form correct opin- 
ions as to the intellectual abilities of our young officers 
from the character and style of oflicial communications 
and reports whieh reach his headquarters. He must 
remember that he receives reports from but a compara- 
tively small number of the younger officer:, and of those 
who are called upon to make reports which reach him 
he should also remember that, ag a general rule, these 
officers are the cream of the service, selected by their 
superior officers on account of their special fitness or 
qualifications. “B” states what most officers of the 
Army must know to be an undeniable fact, unpalatable 
as it may be, that, “as a rule, the officers to whom I 
now refer, graduates and citizen appointments, do not 
open a book of any description. Day after day they 
pass, even at the most isolated posts, in hopeless vacuity 
of thought. The exception is the perusal of a second- 
class novel, and even that moat of the details are 
omitted in order to hurriedly reach the final catas- 
trophe. A book of solid reading on any subject is never 
in their hands. A few minutes’ glance at the tactics 
before drill constitutes their investigation of military 
works; to gain general knowledge they have no desire.” 
For one, I unhesitatingly say that my experience and 
acquaintance with my brother officers of the Army con- 
firms the truth of this sweeping assertion. Even more, 
I believe that among the cfficers of the line, except per- 
haps half a dozen officers in a regiment, tho military 
books owned by the remainder of the officers of each 
regiment, excepting the copies of regulations, tactics, 
and Army register which are forced upon them, could 
be readily transported in a modevate sized haversack. 
These same officers for each moment spent in profes- 
sional study squander hours in hurtful dissipation, and 
for each penny spent on improving the mind dollars are 
misspent in destroying the body. "Tis true, ’t is pity; 
and pity ’t is, ’t is true. 

Upon what grounds West Point is declared by General 
Sherman to be as independent of the Army as Yale or 
Princeton, I am wholly at a loss to discern. I had 
always regarded West Point as a part of the Army. It 
is true that “each Congressman appoints his cadet for 
reasons best known to himself,” but it can hardly be 
accepted as true in a direct_or limited sense that he is 
under Congressional government and inspection, except 
as every officer and enlisted mart of the Army is like- 
wise under precisely similar government and inspection. 
Military men frame almost all the rules and regulations 
which are intended for the control of cadets. Officers 
of the Army, with but very few exceptions, fix tie 
course of instruction and list of studies pursued by the 
cadet for the four or five years he is at the Academy. 
That all this receives the approval of Congress does not 
render West Point independent of the Army. If a cadet 
commits a serious breach of discipline, a court composed 
of officers of the Army sit in judgment upon him. A 
student at Yale or Princeton is more independent of the 
Army than this. A cadet once enrolled at the Academy, 
as such, is as far beyond the influence of his Congress- 
man as is a stndent at Yale or Princeton beyond the 
official influence of the General of the Army, unless, as 
is often the case, the cadet is declared by a court-martial 
or his lack of ability, unworthy to retsin his position, in 
which case the influence of his Congressman with the 
President or Secretary of War may restore him. Of 
this we unfortunately have had too many instances, The 
General attempts to throw all the responsibility for in- 
efficient officers on Congress, and says, “If they (Con- 
gress’ send into the Army officers improperly educated 
(at West Point), it is their business not ours.” As well 
might Congress be held responsible for any incon- 
gruity of design or construction in some of the State 
monuments erected to fallen soldiers and made from the 
bronze cannon presented by Congress. In both instances 
Congress provides the material. It presents the State 
with the cannon, the Military Academy with the cadets. 
The committee representing the State decides upon what 
design the cannon shall be moulded, the officers of the 
Army serving at the Academy, in representing the 
Army and acting in accordance with rules first devised 





and drawn up by officers of the Army for that purpose, 
give such training and teaching to the cadet as shapes 








him to perform the duties of an officer of the Army, and 

it is that portion of the Army located at West Point, 

and the general and special mili emanat- 

ing from the War Department at which aro 

-s the main responsible for the new appointees from West 
oint. 

Congress is chargeable with enough of its own 
sins without being forced to assume those of others. 

Applying even the tests suggested by General Sher- 
man, and [ venture the assertion that four out of fivo of 
the officers would fail to pass a satisfactory examination. 
The General says “he expects every officer to know 
theoretivally and practically his profession; first ‘the 
duties pertaining to his immediate office and the one to 
which he expects to be promoted; next the corstitution, 
history and practice of his own government, and, if 
possible, the peculiar features of all other governments, 
and then whatever knowledge is within reach, with the 
absolute certainty that he may suddenly be called upon 
to use it, etc, etc.” I will not ask him to question them 
as to the principles or history of other governments, but 
if he will assemble the officers of any regiment and 
question them as to the prominent points or events of 
our own history, the General will be satisfied that it is 
unnecessary to seek knowledge from the majority of 
them as to the features of foreign governments. He 
will find that but a small proportion of our officers, field 
or line, can even name the different Presidents of the 
United States in the order of their succession and length 
of service. 

That all this is true is deeply to be regretted. Is 
there any one prominent cause? If so, is there any 
remedy? IfI were asked to attribute to one cause the 
great majority of evils which attach themselves to the 
life of an otticer of the Army,'I would at once say— 
Idleness. I believe it is to this fruitful source that we 
can trace the downward progress of so many of our pro- 
fession. Intemperance, that great curse in and out of 
the Army, is in most instanccs the natural offspring of 
idleness. What the officers, and men too, of the Army 
require most, is employment. Let the fruitful mind of 
our General in Chief devise a system which will assign 
to every cfficer of our service more constant employment 
to occupy the hours and days now wasted in dissipation 
—dissipation that is often sought, not for itself, but to 
while away time that otherwise would be unemployed. 
To successfully carry out sucha system would require the 
stimulus of either compulsion or reward, or better still, a 
happy combination of both; for there are none of us, 
perhaps, who do not number among our acquaintances 
some whe, having secured their commissions, are content 
to remain in quiet and undisturbed enjoyment thereof. 
All they desire is to be let alone. 

As an antidote to the many evils complained of, give 
officers increased and more regular duties. Demand of 
them constant study and healthy exercise of the mind. 
To secure these objects hold out to them inducements to 
qualify themselves for more exalted grades, and confer 
promotion on the most deserving. To do this we might 
adopt the following idea advanced by Gencral Jomini: 
“With regard to recompenses and advancement, it is 
essential to protect seniority of service, at the samo 
time opening a door to merit. Three-quart rs of the 
promotions ought to be according to the crder of the 
register, and the other quarter reserved io men who 
should make themselves remarkable by their merit aud 
their zeal. In time of war the order of the register 
ought, on the contrary, to be suspended, or reduced at 
least to a third of the motions, leaving the other 
two-thirds to actions of éclat, aud to well-established 
services.” 

At the same time, a strict system of ejectment of the 
unworthy should be maintained, while the system of 
promotion, independent of the register, shoul. be so sur- 
rounded with legal barriers as to exclude all political, 
personal, or other uvfair influences from, in any man- 
ner, shaping promotions. General Sierman says that 
“to question the honor, integrity and intelligence of our 
higher officers is to cast a stain upon our national his- 
tory, which they have had a full share in making.” It 
is fair to presume that if any insinuations against the 
honor, integrity or intelligence of the officers of tho 
Army, high or low, are ever made, they em swmnate from a 
vicious and badly informed mind. lt is a matter of 
great pride to all fiiends of the Arniy, in or out, that 
the character of Army officers stands go bright before all 
the world. Their honor, their integrity, their faithful- 
ness in the discharge of responsible duties can never be 
justly called in question. Their natural abilities and 
mentai endowments compare favorably with those 
scssed by gentlemen of other learned ;rvfexsions. But 
the point I aim to make clear is, that, possessed of more 
than fair intellectual abilities, which are capable of great 
cultivation, our officers, as a class, froin the moment 
their commissions are secured, cast aside all notions of 
intellectual improvement, neglect even tle published 
works intended for the information and elevation of 
their own profession, and instead of advancing in 
general or even professional intelligence, a large ma- 
jority of our officers pursue a retrograde course. Men 
as a rule will not labor or enter into competition unless 
there is an object to be gained. Who but believes that 
if the plan of recompenses and promotion suggested by 
Generul Jomini was adopted in our service, and one- 
fourth of the promotions reserved for those officers who 
should make themselves remarkable by. their merit and 
zeal, the change from the present condition of mental 
idleness to one of great intellectual activity and cor- 
responding improvement would follow at onee. Nor 
will any one probably deny that under such a system, a 
system which wouid put every officer in the service on 
constant spur and trial, a system in which each officer 
would become in a measure the architect of his own for- 
tunes, and be advanced or retatded according t» his 
special merits or demerits, instead of as uow floating 
along idly with the just and the unjust, compelled to 
see officers nolding eonmmnaete just above them who 
eagh day become and less qualified for them, who, 





instead of acquiring fresh funds of valuable knowledge, 
are gradually forgetting the little they possessed when 
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first they entered the service. Who will deny that 
uader such a system as proposed the average 
of our officers for ability and general intei- 
ligence would be elevated in a tenfold degree ? 
SADOWA, 





THE NAVAL ACADEMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sin: When your dent, ander this heading, 
in the JouRNAL of September 28, called the study of In- 
ternational Law at Annapolis “ unmitigated bosh,” his 
forcible language was warranted by the experience of 
many. Certain it is that young officers often make 
trouble by their ignorance or disregard of the first prin- 
ciptes of law between nations. 

Let us give the non-professional reader an illustration 
or two from personal observation : 

In 1867 a seaman belonging to one of our men-of-war 
lying in the harbor of Rio jumped overboard without 

je animus revertendi. Midshipman E. jumped after 
him. The deserter swam for the. shore, half a mile off. 
Se did Mr. E. But Mr. E., like Horatius, swam with 
his sword, or cutlass, rather, by his side; and so the 
deserter got there first. When Mr. E. arrived, a fight 
bet woen the two ensued, and the sailor was finally made 
a prisoner. As it happened, the Brazilian authorities 
never heard of the affair, or never noticed it. But it 
cannot be supposed that tho study of International Law 
is with them such “unmitigated bosh” that they did 
not know such a capture to be a gross violation of Braz- 
ilian rights, which, if not atoned for, would justify a 
war, 

In the same year and place an officer, then a recent 
graduate, but from rapid promotion, an ensign or mas- 
ter, was sent from another of our men-of-war into the city 
after deserters, He saw one of them in the street, and 
ordered him to return to the ship. The deserter refused 
and ran. The officer fired and hit him, and a short time 
afterward the man died of the wound. The Brazilians 
took the officer and tried him for his life. By the law 
he should have been hanged ; but we were then on the 
best of terms with Brazil; the man was not a Brazilian ; 
the majesty of authority had been appeased by two or 
three trials; and finally the officer was released. “The 
study of International Law during ‘Aat officer's stay at 
the Academy must have been “ bosh” almost unmiti- 


L will not multiply examples, No sea-officer of ex- 
perience has failed to observe the like of these. To me 
they seem to teach two things: First, that this branch, 
as at present taught at the Ac rdemy, 18 useless ; second, 
thata midshipman who is igaorant of it may sometimes 
be worse than useless. He isa pot of uitro-glycerine— 
the least concussion may sot him off. 

Professional examination before each promotion would 
doubtless help to remove such ignorance in the middle 
and higher grades, But it may be doubted whether 
there is law at prosent for any other examining than 
medically and by scratiny of record. Unless I mistake, 
the law says that the officer examined may be present. 
By inference, his presenoe may be dispensed with ; and 
should we even secure a law which positively requires 
an earnest (hence public) professional examination, how 
shall we slways scoure the right examiners? Mr. 
Editor, when the writer last underwent this process, he 
was asked in what ratio the intervals of degrees of 
latitade expand upon a Mercater’s chart. He gave an 
answer in accordance with such principles of trigonom- 
etryas he happened to call to mind; but was gravel+ 
corrected, with the information that these intervals on 
pand as the cosine of the latitude. 

It is not usual to select the members of examining 
boards for professional capacity. Officers are ordered to 
this duty when they apply for it, or when they are the 
easivst to be got at, or when they cannot be trusted with 
any other duty. This system of selection will not he Ip 
us to the scientific navy which we desire. 


Cat Harrin Lxas. 


——————— 


MILITARY ORDER, LOYAL LEGION. 
HEADOUARTERS COMMANDERY OF THE STATE OF 








MASSACHUSsETTs, 
Boston, January 2, 1873. 


AT a stated meeting of this commandery, held at the 
Parker House, S-hool street. on Wednesiay evening, 
January |, 1875, the following report of a committee to 
draft resolutions relive to the decease of Companion 
Major Michael S. ‘fcConville, Inte captain Thir! Bat- 
talion of Rifles, Massachusetts Volunteers, was adopted. 

Vompraton Major Michael 8. McConville, late captain Third Bat- 
talies of Rifles, usetts volunteers,died at i ster, Mass., 
Det. 24, 1872. 

Resolved, That in the death of Major M. S. McConville, of Wor- 
cester, this com lament the lo-s of ene who was among 
the earliest at the outbreak of the war of the rebellion to voluntecr 
his services at the call of the country, and that his surviving com- 
vades bear cheerful testimony tothe honorable fidelity, courage, 
and skill with which he discharged his duties as an officer. 

Resolved, That in this diepensation of Providence we lament not 
only the loss of one who wasa brave officer, but also a courteous 
pen py ere ent hospitable to all as a friend and neigb- 

a A t was 4 ways 0 at ity 
behalf of the poor and necdr. eee ee 

Resolecd, That our respectiul aed tender sym: yis extendei 
to that home m which be was so @ most oted son and af- 
fectrouate brother ; and that there resolutions be entered upun the 
records of this , and a copy be transmitted to his be- 
reavel mother and her family, and be communicated for publica- 
tion to the Auwy anv Navy Jovrna. 

Jous 8. Barpwix, Captain U. 8. Vols, 
Leer Lrvan, Bvt Brig -Gen'l U. 8. Vols., ' Committee. 
Henney M. Prowturs, Captain U. 8. Vols, 
CuanLes Devens, Ju., Brevet Major-General U. 8. 
Commander 


Volunteers, C . 
Jas. B. Ben, Recorder. 
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Reports have been received at the Revenue Marine 
office of sesixtamce rendered yw the revenue steamer 
Mosseood to the schooner N.S. Bridges, of Pembroke, 
Me., which was ashore on the rocks on the west side of 


Rice Island in Kumney’s Bey and in 9 very perilous po- 





character | Mosswood 
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sition at high water on the night of December 29. The 
“bent” a hawser and towed the schooner 
from her peril to safe anchorage in Broad Cove. The 
revenue cutter Dobbin rendered assistance to the Ameri- 
can schooner Sarah, of Rockland, Me., which was dis- 
covered in the height of a severe gale on December 20 
dragging ashore. There were none of the crew on board, 
and it was imporsible for them to reach the vessel. A 
boat’s crew from the Dobbin, in charge of an officer, was 
sent to the assistance of the schooner, and after a despe- 
rate struggle succeeded in getting on board, when a seo- 
ond anchor was let go and a sufficient quantity of cable 
paid out, thus saving the vessel from absolute destruc- 
tion. The boat’s crew were unable to return to the cut- 
ter owing to the heavy head sea and the strength of the 
gale. They therefore ran to leeward and waited until 
the storm lulled. 


, ne em ———1 


GENERAL Daniel C. Butterfield was knocked down at 
the corner of Spring and Hudson streets in the city of 
New York on the 3d, by a runaway team. Coronor 
Young, who was near at the time, assisted General But- 
terfield to a drug-store in Hudson streot, where he was 
attended, and then taken to his home, his injuries for- 
tunately not being serious, 








“LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK FOST-OFFICE, 

Tur following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent tv 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 

Janvarry 3. 
| Roberts, W. H., Colonel, 
| Wright, F. D., Captain, 
JANUARY 7, 


| Molloy, F., Major. 
| Reed, Orin, Captwin. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 
Tae Governor’s Starr.—The following General Orders 
announce for the first time of€cially the staff of Governor 


John A. Dix, of New York State : 
GengraL Heapquarters State or New Yorn, i 


Faszett, John, Captain. 
Knubel, John F, Colonel. 


Evans, A. G., Captain. 
Mason, M. B., Colonel. 








ApsuTant-Generau’s Orrics, AtrAny, Jan, 1, 1873, 
General Orders No. 1. 
The following. named officers are announced as constituting 
the staff of his Excellency John A. Dix, Governor and Com- 
mander.in-Chief : 
Major-General John F. Rathbone, adjutant-general. 
Major-General William H. Morris, inepector-gen- 
eral. 
Brigadier-General N. Gano Dunn, enginser-in-chief. 
-emeniammene J, Hampden Wood, judge-advocate-gen- 
eral. 
Brigadier-General William M. Smith, surgeon-general. 
Brigadier-General John N. Knapp, quartermaster-general. 
Brigadier-General Rufus H. King, paymaster-general. 
Brigadier-General Theodore E. Smith, commissary-gen- 
eral of subsistence, 
Colonel George G. Haven, nide-de-camp. 
Colonel Chester Griswold, aide-de-camp. 
Colonel Robert C. Pruyn, aide-de-camp. 
Colonel Gamilton Fish, Jr., alte-de-camp. 
Cajonel William A. W. Stewart, aide-de-camp. 
Colonel Hiram P. Hopkins, aide-de-camp. 
Cototel John W. Dix, military secretary. 
By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 
Joun F. Ratuspons, Adjutant-General. 
Official: J. B. Sronsuovuss, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Governor Dix ann tan NAttoxaAt Guarv.—Governor 
Dix, in bis messages to the New York Legislaturc, speaks ar 
follows of the National Guard of the State: 

I need not say now important it is to give to tho different 
corps the greatest possible efficiency in organisation and the 
most effective armament. Without much opportunity for 
observation, I nevertheless have the impression that little 
remains to be done by law to accomplish both objects, It is 
my purpose to give special attention, through my military 
staff, to the inspection of the troops, arsenals and armories, 
and to the drill by brigades, when it is practicable, so that 
regiments may be prepared to ectin larger bodies in case of 
sudden emergency. I have the pleasure of communicating 
for your information the following extract from the annual 
report of the late faithfal and zealous Adjutant-General : 
“‘ The excellence of the National Guard in drill, discipline, 
and general efficiency has continued, and it may safely be 
said that never before in its history has it stood higher in 
reputation or enjoyed in a greater degree the good-will of 
the people.” 

Fortr-seventn Isxrantry.—This command has issued 
handsome and extensive cards of invitation for a promenade 
concert and soiree dansante to be given at the regimental 
armory, Brooklyn, E. D., January 15. This entertainment 
of the regiment promises, as usual, to bring out the best 
society of the Burg, and the new music by the new regiment- 
al band, in new uniforms, will doubtless create a new sensa- 
tion in Brooklyn, as well as add new laurels in this famous 
command of the State service. The Forty-seventh is 
always ‘‘on the march,” figuratively speaking, and Colonel 
Austen, though frequently defeated politically, has never 
been vanquished militarily. The companies of the regiment 
are holding their own in recruiting, and the new armory for 
Company I in Greenpoint is soon likely to be realized. 
Meanwhile, Companies I and F are drilling conjointly under 
'Taptain Tuttle, of the latter company, who, by his excellent 
abilities as an instructor and capable officer, has placed him- 
self among the foremost of the commands of the regiment. 
We presume that an election for major will be shortly ordered, 
and among the standing candidates is Captain King. Is 
there any reason why the Forty-seventh, with its high repu- 





yetiva for royalty, cte., should not have s King in the field ? 


January 11, 1878 


Tne Tainp Inranrny AgAin.—We have received the fol- 
lowing communication : 

Mount Vernon, December 28, 1872. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: You have had occasion several times oflate to refer to 
the Third regiment N. G. 8. N. Y.,and your reporter, I am sor- 
ry to say, has generally taken advantage of the opportunities 
thus afforded him to make some disparaging remarks concern- 
ing me. I trust that in justioe you will permit me to re- 
ply in as brief a manner as ponsible to his misrepresentatione. 

In an account of a drill of a portion of the Third he says 


The proceedings at Prospect Hill were opened by throw- 
ing out Company Eas skirmishers. The other companies, 
as organizations of militio, had never drilled in the school 
of the skirmisher before, though the ranks of all are pretty 
full of veteran volunteers; but the captain of H, represent- 
ing that he had frequently drilled bis command in this very 
school, was sent out to show the green hands ‘‘ how to skir- 
mish.’’ We must say that the gentleman's ideas of skirmish- 
ing vere decidedly novel. The model company went out 
with fixed bayonets, arms at a “ carry,’’ and at ‘‘common 
time,”’ deployed in the same time, and got mixed up in such 
a manner, owing to some mysterious cause, that the captain 
was compelled to take refuge in a torrent of explanations 
and objurgations in the liquid tongue of the Vaterland, a 
proceeding that wellnigh produced an audible smile in the 
rest of the line. 


In answer thereto I desire to say that I never represented 
that I had frequently drilled my command in the school of 
the skirmishers, and to his objectiuns as to the time and 
manner of carrying arms, will refer him te the following 
paragraphs of Upton’s Tactics + 


- 634. The movements of skirmishers will be executed in 
quick or double time. 

635. Skirmishers will be permitted to carry their pieces in 
the manner moat convenient to them. 


_I admit that a few of my men who had never drilled as 
skirmishers became confused, but there was no trouble, and 
the errors were easily corrected; in facet, we went for in- 
struction, not exhibition. , 

On other occasions your correspondent or reporter has re 
ferred in a sneering way, as to myself, concerning a court 
martial based on charges against me made by the colonel. 
The last of these squibs is the following : 


It must b6 premised that ths principal malcontent officer 
in the Third is Captain Sauvan, commanding Company A, a 
gentleman of sixty-five, who boasts of some thirty odd years 
in the State service, and whose principal peculiarity is js 
indulgence in unstinted criticism of his commanding officer 
to any ofie who will listen to him. The other is the captain of 
Company E—the same lately referred to as the object of that 
very peculiar, tnexpired cotirt-martial. (See Jourxat, No- 
vember 2.) The latter officer, since bis court-martial, has 
behaved in a much better way, wo understand, and ceased 
to be an obstacle to discipline. 


I simply desire to say that no one could be more anxious 
for the resumption of that court-martial than myself. Its 
postponement has not been due to me, and all I can do to 
hasten it to a close shall be and has been done. I am satis- 
fied that the obstacles to discipline are to be found in higher 
quarters than those of the captain, and that the captain, 
who, according to your own reporter, is the best disciplin- 
arian in the regiment, cannot be one of those obstacles. 
Yours, etc., B. HurnaGen, 

Captain Company F, Commanding. 

We give place to the above in justice to its writer, on the 
principle that every man should be allowed to explain his 
conduct, but we do not see that the explanation belps him 
much. The citation of paragraphs 634-5 of Upton proves 
the correctness of our reporter’s criticism; for the ‘‘ manner 
most convenient ’’ if it means anything, means ‘‘arms at 
will,’ and ‘‘ quick or double time ’’ is certainly not ** com- 
mon.” A reference to par. 734 of the same Tactics wil; 
convince the captain, moreover, that the fixing of bayone‘s 
is only authorized in the rally to resist cavalry, and that 
therefore the going out on the line with fixed bayonets was 
wrong, and decidedly ridiculous. As far as the representa- 
tion of ability to teach the skirmish drill goes, not being in 
the captain’s confidence, we cannot decide; but our reporter 
was compelled to rely on the information of those persons 
who heard the offer made at the time of the pa- 
rade, and the question of veracity must remain between 
them and the captain. The mistakes are proven by the 
captain’s own admission, and into the other question we can- 
not at present enter, it being really a matter of small im- 
portance. 

Aa far as the second matter is concerned, that of the court- 
martial, we hope for tne sake of discipline that it will be car- 
ried through vigorously. We think that the commanding 
officer of the regiment, as far as ascertained facts permit us 
to judge, was guilty of great weakness and irresolution in 
not pushing them through at any bazard, even to appealing 
to the Commandor-in-Chief. Our correspondent, in justifi- 
cation to himself and the truest interests of the National 
Guard, should demand the fullest investigation possible of 
the charges preferred. It is never too late to mend, and jus- 
tice is also in order 

Twexty-TuHiap Inrantry.—The prospects of this regiment 
are perhaps the brightest in the Second division, the new 
and handsome armory of the regiment (ow almost built) 
having greatly affected the regiment, materially and other- 
wise. The new armory is ready for the roof, which will be 
placed in position as soon as the weather will permit, so that 
by May the regiment will be at liberty to take possesrion 
of one of the handsomest and most suitable military struc- 
tures in the State. The regiment proposes shortly to intro- 
duce a series of Saturday evening social concerts at Burn- 








hag’s ‘ Academy of Muscles,” Brooklyn. Theye concerts 
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Janvary 11, 1873. 
last season proved most enjoyable, by reason of the good 
musi¢e of the regimental band, and their general selectness 
and absence of ostentatious display in dregs. 

General Orders from regimental headquarters direct the 
non-commissioned staff and sergeant drills for January 10 
and 24, Feburary 7 and 21, Lieutenant-Colone) Farnham to 
command. An Examiaing Board for non-commissioned 
officers will convene at the armory on the first and third 
Mondays of each month at 8 p. wm. Lieutenant-Colonel Farn- 
ham relieves Major Partridge as president. By the coun- 
termanding that portion of G. 0. No. 9, series 1869, recruits 
are allowed in the ranks of companies before examination. 
Major Partridge is ordered to superintend company drills 
First Lieutenant Jos. G. Story has been relieved from duty 
as acting adjutant, and ordered to report to his company 
commandant, Captain Van Ingen. Charles J. Sands has 
been commissioned as captain, Chas. H. Hunter as first lieu- 
tenant and adjutant, and Thos. J. Stevens as second lieu- 
tenant. 

Tuz New Yor« State Mititrary Assocration will hold 
its twentieth annual meeting at the City Hall in the city of 
Albany, commencing on Tuesday, January 21, 1873, at 3 
o’clock Pp. mM. Officers not now members of the association 
may report themselves at any time during the session, and 
have their names entered upon the roll by paying the initia- 


tion fee of five dollars. The annual address will be delivered. 


in the Assembly Chamber on the evening of the 22d, by Col- 
onel John Fowler Jr., First divisicn staff, N. G. 8. N. Y., 
after which the association will be entertained by Adjutant- 
General John F, Rathbone at his residence. Officers will 
wear fatigue uniforms during the sessions of the association, 
but will appear in full-dress uniform, with side arms, on the 
the occasion of the delivery of the annual address, and the 
entertainment given by the Adjutant-General. 

The officers of the association are: President, Brigadier- 
General Thomas S. Dakin; First Vice-President, Brigadier- 
General D. M. Woodhall; Second Vice-President, Colonel 
Oscar Fulsom; Third Vice-President, Colonel James Ran- 
dall; Fourth Vice-President, Lieutenant-Colonel B. Gage 
Berry; Recording Secretary, Brigadier-General N. Gano 
Dunn; © rresponding Secretary, Major G. Fred. Wiltsie; 
Treasurer, Lieutenant J. Holland; Chaplain, Rev. J. Hal- 
sted Carroll, D.D. 

Tus Narionau Ririe Association.—The fourteenth an- 
nual meeting of the Board of Directors of the National Rifle 
Association was held at 194 Broadway, room 7, on Tuesday, 
January 7, 1873, at 4 Pp. u., Colonel Church, president, in 
the chair. Members present—William C. Church, George 
W. Wingate, Fred. M. Peck, Alexander Shaler, George 
Moore Smith, Samucl W. Juhnson, Franz Sigel, and John 
N. Partridge. The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved. The Secretary pvesented a tolegrann from 
General William F. Rogers of Buffalo, stating that a prelim- 
inary meeting in regard to the formation of an auxiliary rifle 
association had been held on 2d instant, and requesting copy 
of By-laws and suggestions, upon receipt of which, meeting 
would be held and organization perfected, and stated tkat 
the papers requested had been forwarded. He also present- 
ed a letter tendering, upon behalf of the Board of Officers of 
the Seveath regiment, N. G., the use of their room for the 
purpose of holding the annual meeting of the association. 
On motion of General Shaler, the offer was accepted, and 
the Secretary directed to tender the thanks of the Board to 
the officers of the Seventh for such offer. The Treasurer’s 
report was read, showing a balance on hand of $5,337.50. 
On motion, the same was received, and referred to the 
Auditing Committee. General Shaler offered the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized and directed 
to invest a sum nct exceeding $5,000 in National, State, or 
City securities. 

Major Partridge moved that the annual meeting be held 
at the room of the Board of Officers of the Seventh regiment 
at their armory on Tuesday, the 14th instant, at 8 P. m., and 
that notices of such meeting be issued by the Seorétary to 
the members of the association. Captain Wingate presented 
the application of the ‘‘ Amateur Rifle Association ’’ to affili- 
ate with this association, together with a copy of their By- 
laws. The Executive Committee reported bill of F. P. Fair- 
banks for $45 for clerical services to date, and, having been 
examined was found correct, and on motion the same was 
referred to the Treasurer for payment. 

The following names of persons were proposed for member- 
ship: Captain George P. Barrett, Lieutenant Thomas Bar- 
rington, Robert Murray, George B. Rhoades, George Green, 
E. A. Kingsland, E. Wagstaff, F. Munn, Colonel James 
Creney (assistant chief of ordnance), as} members, and Gen- 
eral E. L. Molineaux and Colonel Marshal Lefferts, as life 
members—all of whom were elected. The Executive Com. 
mittee having presented a form of an act in regard to rifle 
practice throughout the State, Major Partridge offered the 
foHowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the act presented by the Executive Com. 
mittee be approved by the Board, and that a enm- 
mittee, consisting of the officers of this association, together 
with Hon. D. W. Judd and General Samuel W. Johnson, be 
appointed a committee to obtain the approval of the Gover- 
nor and of the Adjutant-General, and, in case the same 
meets their approval, to take such steps as they shall deem 
proper to secrue its presentation to and adoption by the 
Legislature as early in the sesison as may be practicable. 


Mr. Peck offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Major-Generals commanding the First 


and Second divisions N. G. 8. N. Y. be requested, on be- 
half of this association, to cause the practice by their com- 
mands of position and aiming drill during the drill season 
as part of their regular system of drill, in order that they 
may not only improve themselves in marksmanship, but be 
able to compete with credit at the rifle matches of the asso- 
ciation in the spring. 


On motion, the meeting adjourned. 


Vaniovs Ireus.—Adjutant Wm. J. Harding on Tuesday 
evening was unanimously chosen as captain of Compa- 
ny B, Twenty-eecond regiment, vice Colfax, resigned. In 
the selection of this officer as their commander, the ‘* Busy 
Bees”? haye not only taken back to the hive one ofits former 
members, but have chosen a gentleman who long since has 
proved himself one of the most capable officers of the regi- 
ment. His executive abilities as adjutant of the regiment 
have won for him a bright position among the few good 
chiefs of staff in the National Guard, and his ability as an 
instructor is amply exhibited in the excellent standard of 
the recruit classes of the Twenty-second regiment. It seems 
that Adjutant Harding was at the same time tendered the 
command of Company G, but he very naturally preferred 
his old company, from whose ranks -he was appointed to the 
adjutaney......The Brooklyn Kagle, in speaking of the Kings 
county Supervisors and military matters, says: ‘ Last year 
this committee had a big plum in the building of the Twen- 
ty-third regiment armory, and it is said, among those who 
ought to know, that some of them realized handsomely on 
it. The incoming military committee has another prospec- 
tive plum in the building of an armory for the Thirleenth 
regiment. It may be that the rulers at Albany may begin 
to sce that the taxes in Brooklyn aro sufficiently high at 
present, and refuse to saddle this additional burden on 
Brooklyn; but if the Thirteenth regiment don’t get an ar- 
mory it won’t be through the fault of the officers and men, 
who are moving heaven and earth to accomplish their ob- 
S66?” icc: Battery K, First division, Captain Heubner, will 
assemble in full uniform, armed and equipped, Jan. 15, for pa- 
rade and review. Roll call at National Assembly Rooms, Nog. 
334-344 West Forty-fourth street, at 10 o’clock Pp. um. Pre- 
vious to and after the review the battery will dance by sec- 
tions......Company I, Thirteenth, will hold its annual re- 
ception in the Assembly Rooms of the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music January 22. Captain N. L. Cocheu is the command- 
ant of the company, and its receptions are usually first-class, 
The seventh annual reception of Company I, Twelfth In- 
fantry, Captain Schwalbe, takes place at Irving Hall Jan- 
uary 27. This company has been long celebrated for the 
elegance of its receptions. Company A, of this regiment, 
Captaiu Herb, held a ba!l on Thursday evening at Teutonia 
Hall...... Mayor Havemeyer, of New York, considers, like 
every good member of the National Guard, that there is 
room for improvement in the leasing of property for city 
uses, and particularly that portion leased for military pur- 
purposes. He says in his message that an examination has 
satisfied him that the property and franchises of the city 
can be managed to better advantage. ‘‘ Their condition,”’ 
he states, ‘‘ is another instance of the utter neglect that has 
characterized the government for the past few years. It has 
in the past been customary for favored politicians to get the 
Common Council or the Board of Supervisors to lease their 
property at an enormous rent for city purposes, or for armo- 
ries and drill-rooms. A considerable portion of the proper- 
ty so leased to the city is unoceupied—part never has been 
oceupied—and the city is paying heavy rents therefor. 
Proceedings should be at once taken to set aside all leases 
under which excessive renis are claimed, or in which fraud 
can be shown. In all cases where this relief cannot be ob- 
tained, the various premises should be rented to the best ad- 
vantage. The franchises belonging to the city should be 
disposed of on the highest terms which can be secured.’’ 
The considerations of the Mayor are well taken, and we 
trust that the First division of the National Guard of the 
State will soon cease to be open to the severe censure of 
tax-payers, in consequence of these enormous rentals for ar- 
mories and drill-rooms...... The ‘* Jefferson Horse Guard,’’ 
Separate Troop Cavalry, Eleventh brigade, Capt. John Kreus- 
cher, celebrated its twenty-second annual ball at Turn Hall, 
Brooklyn, E. D., on Monday evening. The ball-room was 
tastefully decorated with flags, banners, and other appropriate 
articles, such as sabres, ete. The good-natured captain, as- 
sisted by his lieutenants, Peter Bertsch and Anthony Beblen, 
and the committee, made it agreeable and enjoyable to the 
many participants, who were composed of representatives of 
the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-second, regiments, Third Cay- 
alry, and other military organizations, distinguished citizens, 
and last, but not least, charming ladies, elegantly attired. 
The music by Frank’s Twenty-eighth regiment band dis- 
coursed silvery strains, and the dancing and drinking (mod- 





erately ?) was indulged in until daylight...... The Old year’1872 
gave the old Twenty-eighth regiment glory, happiness, and 
reputation, and incaleated among its members a spirit of 
harmony which perhaps never before had existed. Some- 
times, however, such changes are of but short duration, and, 
like the rainbow after a storm, all is bright and pleasant, 
when, searcely realizing its magnificence, it soon becomes 
invisible. Not so with the Twenty-eighth, which since its 
divorce or the riddance of its ‘‘ deadwood,” has gone 
through a pleasant experience, and has found its benefits. 
The yea: 1873 was ushered in by celebrating the day with 
its usual customs, and upon this ogeasion the officers and 
men strengthened the chain of friendship by presenting their 





commander, Colonel Burger, with a handsomely framed per- 
traitof himself and staff in the fall uniform of the regiment. 
The gift was very finely executed, and the presentation 
scene quite oversame the jovial commander. A 
merry time of course followed, and the ery now 
in “Dutchtown,” in French, is Vive la Burgers. 
Sergeant-Major Pierre L. Boucher has been appointed ad- 
jutant of the Twenty-second, vice Harding, promoted, and 
Commissary-Sergeant Alex: A. Roux, sergeant-major. Thess 
appointments are excellent; and if the new adjutant fille 
his present position as well as those he has heretofore held 
the regiment nothing more can possibly be desired... ..The 
Twelfth drilled by wing on Monday and Wednesday even- 
ings last at the State Arsenal. Colonel Ward was in com- 
mand on both evenings, and, in consequence of the briefness 
of the notice of the drill, the attendance was unusually 
slim at both drills. The drills were, therefore, unsatisfac- 
tory to allconcerned ; and we trust next time the regimental 
commander will give more time for the proper novification of 
the members of his command......The Forty-seventh held 
drills by battalion onthe evenings of January 9 and 10, and 
Colonel Austen, it is said, found several officers who were a 
little rusty......The Seventy-first drilled at the State Arsenal 
on Tuesday evening, under Colonel Vose......The Forty- 
seventh’s Board of Officers have resolved that all officer# in 
arrearsto the Board must pay up or ‘‘git,’’? and, in case 
they failto do either, the Colonel, in order to carry out the 
wishes of the Board, will order them before the State Ex- 
amination Board. If a few other regiments would follow 
this example, they would soon get rid of debt or of their 
officers......Major Timmes’ battery (B, Second division) on 
Monday evening celebrated its annual ball at Military Hall, 
Williamsburgh. Everything connected with it on this oceasion 
was superior to its former celebrations, and reflects icfinite 
credit on the committce. During the evening al! the officers 
who attended Captain Kreuscher’s ball visited this one...... 
The National Guard Riding Club of Williamsburgh will not 
attend the inauguration of President Grant......Company C, 
Forty-seventh, gave a ball at Apollo Hall, Brooklyn, E. 
D., on Tuesday. 


CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


GENERAL HeApquarters State or New York, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s Orrice, ALBANY, Dec. 31, 1872. 


The following named officers have been commissioned in 
the National Guard, State of New York, during the month 
of December, 1872: 


Second Brigade—Captain Charles T. White, aide-de-camp, 
- sont from December 10, vice W. H. Gunther, Jr., re- 
signed. 

Ninth Brigade—Major Lansing Pruyn, Jr., inspector, with 
rank from October 25, viee F. T. Martin, promoted ; Major 
Charles Hilton, engineer, with rank from October 25, vice L. 
Pruyn, Jr., promoted. 

Tenth Brigade—Captain Rice C. Bull, ordnance officer 
with rank from December 14, vice W. C. Winne, resigned. : 

Eleventh Brigade—Major Darwin R. James, engineer, with 
rank from December 9, vice J. C. Harding, resigned ; Cap- 
tain 8. Gilbert Evans, ordnance officer, with rank from De- 
cember 9, vice M. H. Moody, resigned ; Captain Harold L. 
Crane, quartermaster, with rank from December 9, vice 8. 
G. Evans, promoted; Captain George W. Van Mater, com- 
missary of subsistence; with rank from December 9, vice D. 
R. James, promoted ; Captain Henry 8. Manning, aide-de- 
ae with rank from December 9, vice H. L. Crane, pro- 
moted. 

Twenty-first Brigade—Major Louis T. Sherrill, engineer, 
—_ — from December 14, vice J. Stevens, commission 
vacated. 

Third Cavalry—Justus Luhrs, second lieutenant, with 
rank from November 8, vice D. Luhrs, resigned. 

Separate Troop of Cavalry, Sixth Division—Frederick 
Auer, first lieutenant, with rank from December 19, vice 
Joseph Hecker, resigned. t 

Battery C, First Division—Martin Lotz, second lieutenant, 
with rank from November 14, vice M. Fuller, deceased. 

First Infantry—John Howard Gray, lieut t-colonel, 
with rank from December 23, vice H. C. Perley, resigned ; 
Lazarus Lis: berger, major, with rank from Decomber 23, 
vice A. Rassiga, resigned. 

Sixth Infantry—Gustav Braun, second lieutenant, with 
rank from September 30, vice H. Hildburgh, promoted; 
Henry Lassing, captain, with rank from Decembir 16, vice 
J. R. Adler, resigned. 

Eighth Infantry—Michael T. Burke tain, with 
eae gp ne 15, vice W. H. Meathande; veciguelis ae - 

amber, second lieutenant, with rank from Decem| 
vice Charles A. Kinnier, en 

Ninth Infantry—John H. Wood, Captain, with rank from 
December 3, vice W. E. Van Wyok, amet Samuel J. 
Glassey, first lieutenant, with rank from December 3, vice J. 
H. Wood, promoted; Moses P. L. Montgomery, captain, 
with rank from December 20, vice R. B. Cabier, resigned. 

Tenth Infantry—Louis Housweller, Jr., second Meutensnt, 
with rank from November 21, vice M. Russell, resigned; 
John H. Reynolds, Jr., captain, with rank from November 
25, vice W. A. Hamilton, resigned ; Charles- D. Rathbone, 
Jr., second lieutenant, with rank from November 25, vice 
Charles A. Lansing, promoted; Alexander C. Strathdee, 
second lieutenant, with rank from June 6, vice R. C. Hi 
by, resigned; Michael J. Colbert, second lieutenant, wi 
rank from November 5, vice A. Whitman, res ; Prank 
Homes, first lieutenant, with rank from December 3, vieo J. 
Z. St. Cyr, promoted; John Burn, colonel, with rank from 











December 12, vice D. 8. Benton, resigned ; Patrick H. Hickey, 


second lieutenant, with rank from December 23, vice L. Nor- 
ton, resigned. 

Eleventh Infantry—Captain Albert P. Stewart, assistant 
commissary of subsistence, with rank from November 21, 
vice J. W. Scheu, removed from district; Frederick Koest- 
ing, captain, with rank from November 8, vice W. Brandis, 


—— 
irteenth Infantry—Noah L. Cocheu, captain rank 
from September 18, vice A. ©. Bush, ee a a. 
Richardson, second lieutenant, with rank from November 
25, vice Bil Wheeler, Jr., dismissed the service. 

Fourteenth Seburig, major, with rank 
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from November 25, vice J. McLeer, promoted ; Benjamin S. 
Steen, captain, with rank from November 22, vice H. W. 
Michell, resigned; Alfred Deacon, first lieutenant, with 
rank from November 22, vice B. S. Steen, promoted ; John 
J. Dixon, second lieutenant, with rank from November 22, 
vice A. Deacon, promoted ; Henri de Maziere, first lieuten- 
- ae rank from November 22, vice W. H. Gorman, de- 
clined. 

Twenty-first Infantry—Lewis H. Vail, captain, with rank 
from October 1, vice 8S. K. Darrow, resigned; Charles M. 
Colwell, first lieutenant, with rank from October, 1, vice L. 
H. Vail, oted; Hezekiah 8. Sherwood, second lieuten- 
ant, with rank from October 1, vice Charles M. Colwell, pro- 
moted ; N. M. Carter, surgeon, with rank from June 15, vice 
C. W. Campbell, office vacated; Remsen Varrick, assistant 
—a th rank from June 15, vice J. P. Nelson, re- 

ed. 

Twenty-third Infantry—Charles H. Hunter, adjutant, 
with rank from December 9, vico H. 8. Manning, resigned ; 
Charles J. Sands, captain, with rank from November 30, 
vice J. M. Stephenson, resigned ; Thomas J. Stevens, second 
lieutenant, with rank from December 2, vice R. F. Zogbaum, 
promoted. 

Twenty-fifth Infantry—John P. Doherty, captain, with 
rank from November 25, vice D. 0. Sallivan, resigned. 

Twenty-sixth Battalion of Infantry—John O'Brien, second 
lieutenant, with rank from December 7, vice J. H. Norton, 
removed from district . 

Twenty-eighth Battalion of Infantry—Peter Reitzner, 
captain, with rank from December 9, vice John Eger, re- 
signed; William Ilenry, second Meutenant, with rank from 
December 0, vice Peter Reitzer, promoted ; Adolph Wilson, 
first lieutenant, with rark from October 3, vice J. Williams, 
deceased ; Charles M. Hartmann, second lieutenant, with 
rank from October 3, vice A. Wilson, promoted ; Henry Haf- 
ner, first licutenant, with rank from September 12, vice J. 
Bauer, resigned; Christian Illig, second lieutenant, with 
rank from September 12, vice Henry Hafner, promoted. 

Forty-eighth Infantry—Amos B. Beach, chaplain, with 
rank from November 28, vice ¥. F. Jewell, removed from 
district ; Bellgmden Iluteheson, adjutant, with rank from 
November 28, vice E. A. Cooke, promoted ; Edward Gaines, 
captain, with rank from November 20, vice M. B. Richard- 
son, resigned.; Algernon 8. Coe, surgeon, with rank from No- 
vember 28, vice F. F. V. Whitehead, resigned; Dillon F. 
Acker, assistant surgeon, with rank from November 23, vice 
E. H. Boyd, failed to qualify. 

Fifty-first Infantry—Jacob Goettel, first lieutenant, with 
rank from December 14, vice V. Lindenmeyer, resigned ; 
Phillip Yeakel, i lieutenant, with rank from December 
14, vice J. Goettel, promoted. 

Fifty-fifth Infantry—Captain E. J. Bramhall, assistant 
commissary of subsistence, with rank from November 18, 
vice J. Tartter, retired with former colonel ; Louis A. Jack- 
son, adjutant, with rank from December 17, vice E. J. Bram- 
hall, promoted. 

Seventy-fourth Infantry—E. Arthur Rockwood, adjutant, 
with rank from September 24, vice G@. D. Emmerson, retired 
with former colonel; Fayette Baker, quartermaster, with 
rank from August 10, vice H. G. Nolton, retired with former 
colonel ; Captain Joseph Bork, assistant commissary of sub- 
sistenee, with rank from December 2, original. 

Eighty-third Infantry—Stephen V. Marcellis, first lieuten- 
ant, with rank from November 30, vice T. Paige, failed to 
qualify. 

Kighty-fourth Infantry ——Matthew Henry Mateer, first lieu- 
tenant, with rank trom April 3, vice P. Macdonald, commis- 
sion vacated, section 100 Military Code. 

One Hundred and Third Infantry—William A, Wilcox, cap- 
tain, with rank from November 18, vice J. F. Wheeler, re- 
moved from district ; Ozear Murray, second lieutenant, with 
rank from November 18, vice W. A. Wilcox, promoted. 


RESIGNATIONS. 

The following resignations in the National Guard, State 
of New York, have been accepted during the same period : 

First Division—Thomas Fairgrieve, major and aide-de- 
camp, December 12. 

Tenth Brigade--W. C. Winne, ordnance officer, Decem- 
ber 19. 

Eleventh Brigade—Joseph C. Harding, engineer, Decem- 
ber 10, 

Battery B, Tenth Brigade—E. W. Millard, second lieu- 
tenant, December 7. 

Washington Gray Cavalry, Third Brigade—E. M. Van Bu- 
ren, first lieutenant, December 12. 

Fifth Infantry—Lorenz Kirchoff, first lientenant, Decem- 
ber 10; James F. Keegan, adjutant, December 10. 

Eighth Infantry--William Baguley, second lieutenant, 
December 17. ; 

Eleventh Infantry-~Frederick Jocher, captain, December 
16; Jacob W. Scheu, assistant commissary of subsistence, 
December 17. 

Thirteenth Infantry—Swith H. Wing, captain, Decem- 
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r 20. 

Fourteenth Infantry—John A. Egolf, captain, December 
20; Jeptha A. Jones, captain, December 20; Joseph Mar- 
fing, second lieutenant, December 28. 

Twenty-second [nfantry—Cuarles Gamble, first lieutenant, 
December 14. 

Twenty-third Infantry--Frederick W. Lawrence, first lieu- 
tenant, December 13. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry--A. H. Howe, captain, Decem- 
ber 7. 

Twenty-fifth Infantry--William Gramer, captain, Decem- 
ber 27; William Scheffler, first lieutenant, December 27. 

Thirty-second Infantry—Celestin Simon, first lieutenant, 
December 10. 

Forty-fourth Infantry—William S. Jay, captain, Decem- 
ber 10. 

Forty-seventh Infantry—A. C. Bush, major, December 
20; Joseph N. Creamer, first lieutenant, Deeember 20. 

Fifty-first Infantry—Valentine Lindenmayer, first lieuten- 
ant, December 11. 

Fifty-fith Infantry--Anton Roll, second lieutenant, De- 
cember 17. 

Nivety-sixth Infantry--Charles Pfuller, captain, Decem- 
ber 28 ; Charles B. Fuchs, second lieutenant, December 25. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. H. W., New Bedford, Mass.—No person under twenty or 
over twenty-five years of age cau be appointed from civil life as a 
commissioned officer of the Marine Corps, nor cau any person be 
so appointed until his qualifications for suchi service have been ex- 
amined and approve |, under the directions of the Secretary of the 
Navy, who orders such person before an examining board of offi- 
cers, who ascertain his abilities in arithmeti*, geography, ete. He 








(From the Broad Arrow, November 30.) 
BRITISH OPINION OF OUR NAVY. 
THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 


CoMPARISONS may be odious, but they are neverthe- 
less extremely useful. Though they may have the 
venom of the toad, they have “‘ a precious jewel” that 
makes them tclerable. We can only, measure our growth 
and decay, our prosperity and misfortune, by their 
means. Without two ears and two eyes we should 
neither be able to judge whence sounds proceed, nor ac- 
curately to measure distances and estimat? colors. All 
things exist by and for comparison, and without the 
mood there is no individual or national progress. A 
stationary civilization is one in whish there is interval 
satisfaction without external comparison. Whenever 
we desire to know whether we are moving or standing 
still, we make our observations and judge according to 
results, 

We propose to institute a slight comparison Letween 
Great Britain and the United States, not as to political 
institutions or population, tut as to our respective 
navies; partly in order to draw one or two morals by 
the way, and partly to restore public confidence in the 
progress we are making. In the War of Independence 
America beat us easily on the sea. Her ships were fleeter 
and better sailers than ours, though possessing more of 
the privatecring than the naval character. For nine 
years after the organization of the United States there 
was no distinct Naval Department, the naval forces be- 
ing under the management of the War Department. In 
1798, however, a Naval Department was organized, un- 
der a chief officer called a Sceretary, though little atten- 
tion was ever paid to naval matters, and the commence- 
ment of the civil war of 1861 found only forty-one men- 

of-war upon active service, most of which were sailing 
vessels. The real United States Navy, as we know it, 
dates from that period. Incredible exertions were made 
to build, arm, and equip new vessels. Every dockyard 
not in the hands of the Confederates was busy, and new 
ships were turned out with marvellous speed, many of 
them model fighting vessels, but others of an inferior 
and now ineffective type. The early part of the war 
would have been shortened had the Navy been more 
effective, and no persons are more ready to admit the 
fact than the Americans themselves, whether Federal or 

Confederates. Armies can be extemporized, but not 
navies. Enthusiasm will make a regiment of raw re- 
cruits, but it never ae made a vessel, in the presence of 
an enemy. Great Britain has had to bear the blame of 
much of the mishap of the earlier campaigns, but the 
fault was on the part of the United States for having 
neglected her Navy when there was plenty of time and 
opportunity to build. An ineffective blockade gave the 
Confederates an advantage of which they avai'ed them- 
selves to the uttermost. In three years, the Federals 
did wonders. They had commenged the war, as we have 
seen, with forty-one vessels, but in 1964 they had 622, of 
which eighty-two were ironclads or rams, and 432 steam- 
vessels. Few other powers could have done so much in 
the same period, perhaps not Great Britain, with all her 
command of privat. yards, unless recourse were had to 
merchant vessels. /3ut this period marks the highest 
point in the history of the American Navy. In 1865, 
she had 610 vessels of all classes and in 1866 enly 586. 
Of the latter number 255 were sold, exclusive of the 
Dunderberg, sold later to France for £400,500, and now 
known as the Rochambeau, and thirteen had been lost, 
reducing her effective strength to 317 vessels. A large 
number exist upon paper at the present time, but the 
condition of the vessels at League Island, and elsewhere, 
is sad in the extreme. They are rotting silently away, 
and no one seems to care anything about them. Some 
of the best ironclad screws are deteriorating in this fash- 
ion. Of fifty-one ironclads carrying 127 guns, only two 
were on active service twelve months ago, three were on 
the stocks, one was unfinished, one under repair, and the 
remainder were scattered about at League Island, New 
Orleans, Boston, or other ports. The number of steamers, 
not ironclad, was large, and distributed into four classes, 
but not one-fourth of them could be turned out in an 
effective state, after ever so much effort and patching. 
The ships afloat are either wearing out or becoming ob- 
solete, and it is beginning to be a matter of complaint 
that American merchantmen in foreign waters are only 
too glad to accept favors from vessels of other nationali- 
ties because they cannot command them from those bear- 
ing their own flag. Were such a complaint to be made 
in this country, every patriot would have his back up in 
no time. We find, however, that between 1870 and 
1871 there was actually an increase in the American 
Navy to the extent of five ironclads and one other ves- 
sel, though in sailing vessels a decrease of three ships. 
This does not represent much energy, and the state af- 
fairs are getting into is further shown by two facts— 
that nota single new vessel was turned out in 1871, and 
that a project now before the Naval Committee for 
building ten steam-sloops is regarded as so hopeless, that 
Mr. Robeson, the Naval Secretary, has made no provision 
for them in framing the estimates now ready for Con- 


is. 

The position of the United States is this. In June, 
1864, she had eighty-two ironclads, of a total tonnage of 
91,447 tons, mounting 219 guns; whereas, in 1871, she 
had but oat ironclads, of 37,211 tonnage, mounting 
127 guns. e know that the figures of 1864 represent 
a real strength, but those of 1871 are delusive, most of 
the fifty-one ironclads being no longer in a sound, fight- 
ing condition, and impossible tc be matched against 
European vessels turned out in the last five years. The 
Colossus, unfinished on the Istof July, 1871, was the 
only one whose guns ran into double figures, most of the 
vessels ranging from four guns downwards, and seven of 
them mounting single guns, and those not remarkably 
powerful ones, their uniform tonnage standing at 483 
tons. A few lines will exhibit the progress made by 
Great Britain in the period under review. In 1864 we 
had thirty-four ironclads, built or building, mounting 
686 guns, a little more than three times the armament 





required to be of good character and sober and industrious. 


possessed by the larger fleet of the United States at that 


date. In 1871 we had fifty-eight ironclads and 726 guns 
in mount upon them, or nearly six times the strength of 
the American armament, reckoning every ship as an ef- 
fective, which we well know to be an impossibility. 
Some of our later weapons are far superior to any pos- 
sessed by the Americans, and we are adding to them 
prodigious “infants,” who, if they get well over their 
mumps and teething, promise to be wonders. 

The fact is, the Americans are starving their Navy to 
help pay the national debt, and the result will be an- 
other disaster should war ever break out. The nayal 
expenditure for 1870-71 was about five and a-half mil- 
lions of English money. The new e-timates, including 
a million dollars for extras, will not reach that sum by 
a million of English money. Mr. Robeson’s policy is 
called one of “ patching up,” and of “wear and tear,” 
and the termsare strictly correct. Of course excuses are 
discovered for this supineness. The country of the Stars 
and Stripes cannot afford to expend nine and a-half mil- 
lions annually upon her Navy. A recuperative people 
may strike out a path for themselves. As everybody 
has his favorite stimulant, upon which he falls back 
when sated with vuriety, or unwell, so the American has 
his favorite weapon. It was once a bowie-knifo, then a 
rifle, then a Redman, but at present it is a torpedo. Give 
us torpedoes and were are inviucible, is the popular ery. 
Well, we do not object, though we prefer not to trust 
wholly to one arm, and particularly to one at present so 
apt to be ticklish to manage, and so untried in real war- 
fere, cither on the offensive or the defensive. The 
Americans are willing, they say, for European Powers, 
-who have plenty of money, and hardly know what to do 
with it, to spend it on the solution of the costly problem 
of armor against guns. When it is all over it will be 
time for them to act. Like the members of the famous 
Anti-Earthquake Association, they will go up in a ba- 
loon until it is all over. We need not insist on the 
danger of this Fabian policy, but as we write for English- 
men and not for Americans, we,only desire to compare 
the two moods, in order that our progress be more close- 
ly established, and that one element in the supposed 
danger which is said to threaten our supremacy—alli- 
ance between the Unitod States and Russia, or some 
other European Power—may be most effectually re- 
moved. What was possible in the conditions of naval 
warfare in 1861, is utterly impossible now. The Power 
that would hold must lead, and be always leading, and 
always building, cautiously but not the less steadily and 
surely. Until this policy is reversed, Great Britain will 
be and must be supreme, whatever may be said about a 
single-ship supremacy. 

It is unnecessary for us, however, to argue such self- 
evident truth, and it remains only incidentally to notice 
the fallacy, the ignorant and silly fallacy, which fascin- 
ates American financiers just as it does English town 
councilmen, the fallacy that it is economy to spend as 
little money as possible on anything whatever. Down 
with the rates, eries the English riunicipal Solon, not 
because they press upon him as an occupier—for if the 
ratos were less he would have to pay more rent—but 
because most local agitators are little men with a little 
property of their own heavily mortgaged, and it is as 
property owners they suicidally seek to stop all progress 
and improvement, and do it with the dishonest pretence 
that it is for the benefit of the working man. So in 
America these economical politicians scream for a reduc- 
tion of taxes, not for the benefit of the country—for the 
most ignorant of them knows that the benefit or evil of 
a national debt is in itself a problem yet unsolved—but 
simply because they think that the less spent on fight- 
ing men and material the more there will be for the civ- 
ilianschemers. Neither Councilman John nor Secretary 
Jonathan has the slightest conception that the one is 
strangling the prosperity of his town and the other is 
strangling the power of his nation. Neither of them 
has the slightest conception that gold is simply mer- 
chandise, and the more it is sold to advantage the more 
the profit accruing to the seller; and to what greater 
advantage can any of its goods and chattels be sold either 
by a little English town or a powerful nation than when 
the sale causes increased trade and prosperity—that is, 
increased industry and circulation of wealth, increased 
security, and increased freedom from the debasing 
superstitions of the miserly school of the so-called econ- 
omists ? 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 


REAR-ADMIRAL Hillyar, R. N., assumed the com- 
mand of the Pacific station of the British navy on the 
1st November, vice Rear-Admiral Farquhar. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Von Kamecke will succeed 
Von Roon as Minister of War for Prussia. The latter 
is to bemade a Sield-marshal. 


ACCORDING to the military system recently adopted 
in Russia, the peace establishment is to remain at 750,- 
000 men, while the war establishment will be raised 
from 1,208,000 to 2,084,000 exclusive of militia and the 
troops stationed in Turkistan and Siberia. 


In the Laboratory Depzrtment, Royal Arsenal, Wool- 
wich, the manufacture of torpedoes is going on briskly. 
The number of new fish torpedoes, or submarine rock- 
ets, which have been completed in the department to a 
late date was 18. Other processes in the same depart- 
ment connected with torpedoes are represented by the 
manufacture within the past twelve months of 1,700 
circuit closers and 500 contact charges. 





ADMIRAL CRAIGIE, of the British navy, writes from 
Dawlish (November 16) a striking account of thé bold 
seamanship of a boy of fourteen, carried out from Ex- 
mouth to the open sea by the tide. “It was blowing bard 
from the northeast, so the little chap got his tiny mast 
and sail up, and ran along the coast outside the line of 
breakers in the hopes of finding a landing. Outside 
Dawlish he let go his little anchor, and lowered both 
mast and sail, hoping to be able to hold on outside the 
breakers till the tide rose and calmed the sea; but this 
seemed impossible, and the Dawlish lifeboat did not 








